

Testimony of Chris VanDeHoef, Executive Director, Connecticut Daily Newspapers 
Association in favor of HB 6966 An Act Concerning Municipal Newspaper Postings
Senator Osten, Representative Miller and Members of the Planning and Development 
Committee, my name is Chris VanDeHoef and I’m the Executive Director of the Connecticut 
Daily Newspaper’s Association.  CDNA represents all 17 daily newspapers in the state and their 
respective publishers.  
I’m here today to testify in support of HB 6966, AAC Municipal Newspaper Postings.  As the 
Committee is acutely aware, the issue of newspaper postings - aka Public Notices - has been 
before this committee in some form or another for over the past decade.  As towns and cities 
seek to cut costs they have looked at their mandated requirement of posting information in 
newspapers as an area where costs might be alleviated.  Additionally, they have sought, over 
the years, to take over the requirement of informing the citizenry about the goings on in their 
municipality and put that information on their individual websites in lieu of the daily newspaper.  
While CDNA certainly understands the town’s need to save money, removing ways for citizens 
to gain information shouldn’t be an area to be cut.  
HB 6966 is a compromise offered by CDNA that would allow towns and cities to publish a 
truncated version of the public notice.  In addition it would require the newspapers to provide a 
space on their individual website - outside any paywall that might exist - where anyone can go 
and seek the full notice.  CDNA would like to note that this website already exists at 
ctpublicnotices.org - a free of charge website where every newspaper in Connecticut uploads 
their public notices.  CDNA believes this compromise provides a money saving balance that still 
maintains independent oversight of these important notices. 
Additionally, CDNA supports Section 2 of the bill that would reinstate the requirement for towns 
and cities to post their meeting minutes and agenda on their town website within seven days of 
a town meeting.  This was law previously and was repealed due to towns and cities inability to 
comply with posting the information in a timely manner.  CDNA would be remiss if it didn’t ask 
the obvious question of, “If a town can’t post its own minutes and agenda in a timely manner 
how would it be able to post public notices in a timely manner”?
CDNA continues to be happy to work with the Committee and representatives from CCM and 
COST to find a compromise to this important issue.
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