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TESTIMONY OF DAY KIMBALL HEALTHCARE 
SUBMITTED TO THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Wednesday, March 11, 2015 
 
HB 6965, An Act Concerning The Preservation of Municipal Tax Bases 
 
Day Kimball Healthcare appreciates the opportunity to submit testimony concerning HB 6965, An Act 
Concerning The Preservation of Municipal Tax Bases. This bill will place further financial burden on Day 
Kimball, during a period of unprecedented challenges and changes – not just nationally, but in the northeast 
corner of Connecticut. 
 
Day Kimball Healthcare opposes this bill. 
 
Day Kimball Healthcare serves more than 4500 inpatients and 72,000 outpatients each year, with 40,000 
unique patients in our non-profit Day Kimball Medical Group.  Beyond the lifesaving care we provide 24 hours 
a day at Day Kimball Hospital, we have grown access to primary care in our community – a central tenet of 
health care’s transformation from a “sick care” to a “well care” services industry – by securing physician 
practices that would have otherwise closed.  
 
We contribute $230 million to our local and state economies each year, as the largest employer in our region. 
We employ 1400 people with 82% living in Northeast Connecticut and 86% living in Connecticut. This bill is 
another risk factor in our ability to remain financially viable. 
 
We are a tax-exempt hospital that pays $5.2 million each year in provider taxes. The proposed budget 
currently before the state legislature will balloon that higher. The Medicaid rates – that are also proposed to 
be reduced further after an $11 million reduction for Day Kimball during the last budget cycle – do not cover 
our expenses to care for those patients. This accounts for 20% of our patient mix. Day Kimball has already 
cut $6 million in expenses in 2014; we continue to innovate and investigate options to control costs while 
ensuring high quality care and safety to our patients.  
 
This bill will erode the fiscal health of Day Kimball Healthcare, during a time when we need resources to 
invest in our transformation. We are running out of runway in its efforts to create a more effective and efficient 
delivery system. 
 
The financial burden of paying property taxes to local governments, coupled with the adverse impacts of both 
the hospital tax and state funding cuts, threaten our ability to maintain community benefits at their current 
levels, and negatively affect access and services for patients. Added to these very serious budget concerns 
are a number of challenging regulatory issues we face this session that would burden and constrain our 
hospital, impeding our ability to move care forward in line with the expectations set forth by federal health 
care reform. 
 
We are literally fighting for Day Kimball’s life on behalf of the lives and livelihood of Northeast 
Connecticut. We need you to do the same. Please join us in opposing this bill. 
 


