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Senator Winfleld, Representative Tercyak and members of the Labor and Public Employees Commitiee,

}am Lori Pelletier and | serve as the Executlve Secretary- Treasurer of the Connecticut AFL-CIO. lam
here to testify on behalf of the 900 affiliated local unions who represent 200,000 working men and
women from every city and town in our great state in support of;

Proposed H.B. No. 5860 AN ACT RECOGNIZING PROBATE COURT EMPLOYEES AS STATE EMPLOYEES
When the National Labor Relations Act was signed into law some of the jurisdiction on which employees
should have the right to collectively bargain was left up to the states. Over the years we have worked to
efiminate these exemptions and exiend to all Connecticut residents the freedom of assembly. This bill is
another step toward recognizing the value and worth of all workers,

Regardless of your occupation, and this should now include probate court workers, if there are three or
more employees the right to collectively bargain should be yours for the asking. All work shoutd be
respected as should all workers, and the right to collectively bargain is about respect and dignity on the
job.

The right to collectively bargain does not put companies or states out of business, poor management
does, The right to collectively bargain does however provide workers with a voice on thelr job
independent of the bosses, | am proud of the work done here by my predecessors to ensure that
workers have the ability to bargain collectively, now is the time to continue that work and in turn give
probate court workers a much needed voice on the job.

We appreciate the committee holding this public hearing.
Respectfully,
Lori J. Pelletier
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