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Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill 1006 An Act Concerning
Voluntary Services within the Department of Children and Families. This office
has worked collaboratively with the department to draft language to clarify the
role of the Probate Courts in the oversight of services that DCF provides to

children who are not committed to DCF custody. We support the bill.

The bill differs somewhat from the original draft. We suggest the following two
changes to ensure that the legislation advances its intended objectives:

1.  The cross reference on line 70 of the bill should be changed to subdivision
2) of subsection (d).

2.  We recommend that C. G. S. section 17a- 11 ( d) ( 1) read as follows:

If the child or youth is not in an out-of-home placement, the
commissioner Shall not be required to file periodic motions
for review of the case service plan, provided, however, that

the court shall conduct a hearing to review the case service



plan on motion of the commissioner, the parents or guardian

of the child or youth or a child fourteen years of age or older

or youth. The court may conduct a hearing on its own motion
to review the case service plan for a child or youth who is not

in an out-of-home placement if the court determines that

imminent concerns regarding the health and safety of the
child or youth require a hearing. The court shall provide
notice of the time and place of the hearing on such motion
not later than ten days prior to the date of such hearing to
the Commissioner of Children and Families, the parents or
guardian of the child or youth and to a child fourteen years of

age or older or youth. In making its determination as to
whether there is an appropriate case service plan, the court

shall consider the items specified in subdivision (2) of this

subsection.

The suggested language is intended to make it clear that DCF is not
required to submit an annual case service plan to the court for a child

receiving in- home services. This change from existing law will streamline
the process while still permitting DCF, a parent, or child over 14 to request
a review. The bill also permits the court to conduct a review on its own
motion to address concerns about the health and safety of the child.

We appreciate the committee' s consideration and would be happy to assist in
drafting revisions to the bill.


