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Dear Legislators: 

 

I am here in support of the confirmation of Justice Chase Rogers for another 8 

year term. I have to admit that I have vacillated back and forth for many weeks about 

my support or lack thereof. As many of you may know, I served on the Task Force to 

Study the Care and Custody of Minor Children in Legal Disputes and I learned that our 

Judicial System needs to be changed as it relates to how divorce and child custody 

cases are handled.  I have since reviewed the last 10 years of transcripts for judicial 

reappointments and my concerns have been validated; depending upon what judge a 

family is in front of depends upon what decision is made. It’s not about the law or rules 

of the court as much as how the judge feels, thinks and may be influenced by non-

contracted, unskilled and non-expert Guardians Ad Litem and Attorneys for Minor 

Children.  The Family Commission meeting I attended as a spectator on January 21 of 

this year and it was mentioned multiple times that things are NOT consistent from 

jurisdiction to jurisdiction.  

 

Some of my thoughts: 

 

1. Unfortunately the buck stops with the CEO of any organization. In this case, it's 

Justice Chase Rogers. President Truman stated, "The President--whoever he is--has to 

decide. He can't pass the buck to anybody. No one else can do the deciding for him. 

That's his job.” 

2. Justice Rogers hand-picked Patrick Carroll and Eliot Solomon to work directly under 

her. 

3. Rogers, Patrick and Solomon are not doing a good enough job with family court 

issues in my opinion. This has become an epidemic and with our social media 

capabilities we are being connected with more and more parents who are not only 

disgruntled but Connecticut taxpayers (families) who won't take it anymore. 



5. There was a Judicial Branch survey that was completed in 2014 and published in 

January 2015. This survey consisted of 1,000 family court litigants which clearly 

identified some of the inherent problems we have in the Judicial Branch system as it 

relates to GALs and AMCs. 

6. What's happening with the information our taxpayers paid to have this research 

conducted?  Over 50% of those surveyed were parties/parents who had 

OCPD/taxpayers pay for the services of a GAL and AMC. What about the hundreds of 

families paying $250-$850 per hour for a GAL? The research company conveniently 

surveyed the majority of parents who rely on our state to pay GALS $50 per hour, with a 

financial cap, accountability, oversight and required annual training; not families who 

don't have the right to these qualified/skilled GALS and AMCs ie state paid services. 

Yet, one respondent/parent claimed he/she didn't even know who paid for his/her 

GAL/AMC services. Let me give a hint--- our taxpayers dollars. 

7. I know for a fact that family court judges are not following Senate Bill 494 that went 

into effect October 1, 2013. 

8. If the judges are not given the tools and are not following the rules of all our laws then 

who is to blame?  We need these judges out or they need new leadership. We can't 

have both. Enough is enough. 

9. I attended the January 2015 Family Commission meeting and the members continue 

to admit (amongst themselves) that procedures are not consistent from one 

jurisdiction/courtroom to another. They expressed their frustration to their admission; so 

how can it be that parents are not able express their frustration and expect change? Our 

children deserve better! 

10. Post October 1, 2014, we are still experiencing the incompetence of judge's and the 

flawed GAL/AMC system although we have rules of law to safeguard some of these 

basic issues. They're not being followed. 

11. We have clear national statistics on how children fare absent a father, but yet we 

have a judicial branch that enables a system to keep fathers (good fathers) away from 

their children. In reality, parents only need to be good enough but yet once a GAL/AMC 

get on the payroll; these same parents are expected to be better than "just good 

enough." Each GAL and AMC comes to a family case with their own values, morals (or 



lack thereof) and agendas. These values and morals are accepted by the majority of 

family court judges across our court system. Better yet, these unskilled and self- 

proclaimed experts in family dynamics and relationships provide their opinions and 

recommendations as to what should happen in a family structure.  This is simply wrong! 

12. According to the many transcripts I have in my possession, no one knows what to 

do. Why is this? We have multiple judges stating on the record "I don't know what to 

do."  Well, these are our children! These are our families! Our legislators are trying to 

pass laws on how we treat juvenile criminals but let's also look at prevention! 

I am not saying this is an easy task but we rely on our Judicial Branch to have the ability 

to figure it out and they can't. 

 

This is why we have these so-called "disgruntled" parents. Enough is enough! 

 

We need Justice Chase Rogers to bring JUSTICE to our family courtrooms across all 

jurisdictions. Our children and families deserve justice. 

 

I look forward to Justice Chase Rogers bring justice to her courtrooms during her next 8 

years old service. 

 

Jennifer Verraneault 

 


