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Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony on behalf of the 

Judicial Branch concerning Raised Bill 1129, An Act Establishing a Pilot Program to 

Identify and Track the Homeless, Addicted or Mentally Ill Persons Entering the Justice 

System and Concerning the Earned Risk Reduction Credit Program.   

Section 1 of the bill requires the Chief Court Administrator to establish pilot 

programs in the New Haven, New London and Norwich geographical courts that 

would identify and track the homeless, addicted or mentally ill persons entering the 

criminal justice system.  The goal of the pilot program is to address the underlying 

issues that caused the arrest, prior to the defendant entering the criminal justice system.  

While we agree with the goal of this initiative, the Judicial Branch is not in the best 

position to establish the pilot program and to identify and track the homeless, addicted 

or mentally ill persons entering the system.   As the bill is currently drafted, the Judicial 

Branch would make the determination that someone is homeless, addicted or mentally 

ill after the defendant entered the criminal court system, defeating the purpose of the 

pilot program.   

We have been in contact with Chief State’s Attorney Kevin Kane who proposed 

the pilot program established in Section 1 of the bill and he agrees that the 

responsibility of the pilot program should be with the Office of the Chief State’s 
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Attorney.  This is because the prosecutors are in the best position to identify those 

defendants who could benefit from a referral to appropriate social services, with the 

goal of addressing the underlying issues that caused the arrest, prior to the defendant 

entering the criminal justice system.  For this reason, we respectfully request that the 

bill be amended to place the responsibility of establishing the pilot program, and 

identifying and tracking the homeless, addicted or mentally ill persons entering the 

criminal justice system with the Office of the Chief State’s Attorney. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony concerning this bill. 
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