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Good morning Senator Coleman, Representative Tong, Senator Kissel, Representative Rebimbas and
distinguished members of the Judiciary Committee. For the record, my name is Natasha Pierre and I am
the Victim Advocate for the State of Connecticut. Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony
concerning:

Section 23 of Senate Bill No. 1033, An Act Concerning Court Operations

The Office of the Victim Advocate (OVA) fully supports Section 23 of Senate Bill No. 1033 which will
exclude any life insurance benefits from consideration when determining a claim for victim
compensation.

Victim Compensation includes, but is not limited to, reimbursement for medical/dental expenses
resulting from the crime; funeral expenses in cases of homicide; loss of support; and reimbursement for
counseling. Victim compensation may be awarded to a crime victim, only after other collateral sources
are sought and exhausted. Victim compensation does not provide any reimbursement for property loss
or pain and suffering and is limited in its awarded amount.

Many victims of crime suffer immeasurable harm as a result of the crime. Even when victim
compensation is awarded to a crime victim, it will never compensate a crime victim for their full loss—it’s
not meant to. However, life insurance is designed to offer a measure of financial assurance in the
unfortunate event of a tragedy. A crime victim should not be penalized for having the benefit of a life
insurance policy, which has the ability to cover expenses not covered by the victim compensation
program. | strongly urge the Committee’s favorable report on Section 23 of Senate Bill No, 1033.

Thank you for consideration of my testimony.

Respectfully submitted,

atasha M. Pierre, Esq.
State Victim Advocate
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