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The	  Yankee	  Institute	  for	  Public	  Policy	  is	  a	  Connecticut	  think	  tank	  that	  develops	  and	  
advances	  policy	  solutions	  to	  promote	  smart,	  limited	  government;	  fairness	  for	  
taxpayers;	  and	  an	  open	  road	  to	  opportunity	  for	  all	  the	  people	  of	  our	  state.	  
	  
I	  am	  here	  to	  speak	  in	  support	  of	  Senate	  Bill	  952,	  which	  would	  reduce	  the	  penalties	  
for	  non-‐violent	  offenders.	  We	  at	  the	  Yankee	  Institute	  support	  the	  administration’s	  
efforts	  to	  reduce	  the	  number	  of	  people	  we	  send	  to	  jail	  in	  our	  state	  -‐	  as	  long	  as	  violent	  
offenders	  are	  excluded.	  
	  
Incarceration	  has	  high	  costs	  -‐	  and	  not	  just	  financial	  costs	  -‐	  so	  it	  should	  be	  reserved	  
for	  certain	  criminals.	  There	  should	  be	  a	  high	  threshold	  for	  separating	  a	  person	  from	  
their	  loved	  ones	  and	  their	  employment.	  
	  
Focusing	  Department	  of	  Correction	  resources	  on	  violent	  offenders	  will	  improve	  
public	  safety.	  We	  appreciate	  living	  in	  a	  society	  where	  most	  people	  are	  trying	  to	  live	  
by	  the	  Golden	  Rule	  –	  treat	  others	  the	  way	  you	  want	  to	  be	  treated.	  
	  
At	  the	  same	  time,	  we	  must	  encourage	  those	  who	  break	  the	  law	  to	  take	  personal	  
responsibility	  for	  their	  actions,	  and	  to	  recognize	  that	  when	  they	  break	  the	  law	  they	  
hurt	  others	  as	  well	  as	  themselves.	  
	  
But	  we	  send	  too	  many	  people	  to	  jail	  in	  this	  country.	  We	  are	  a	  country	  that	  is	  
drowning	  in	  our	  own	  legal	  framework,	  with	  new	  laws	  added	  every	  day	  that	  make	  it	  
illegal	  to	  do	  a	  host	  of	  different	  things	  that	  are	  hardly	  crimes.	  Even	  when	  we	  don’t	  
jail,	  we	  impose	  expensive	  punishments	  on	  those	  who	  break	  one	  of	  the	  laws	  in	  this	  
tangled	  web.	  
	  



We	  would	  ask	  this	  committee	  to	  take	  a	  holistic	  approach	  to	  the	  law	  –	  to	  look	  at	  ways	  
to	  reduce	  the	  number	  of	  laws	  on	  our	  books	  that	  penalize	  non-‐violent	  behavior.	  
	  
We	  support	  the	  efforts	  to	  offer	  treatment	  instead	  of	  jail	  to	  those	  who	  violate	  our	  
drug	  laws.	  We	  believe	  this	  will	  be	  of	  greater	  societal	  good	  than	  sending	  non-‐violent	  
offenders	  to	  jail	  for	  drug	  offenses.	  There	  are	  very	  real	  financial,	  human,	  and	  societal	  
costs	  of	  sending	  large	  numbers	  of	  people	  to	  jail.	  
	  
We	  hope	  that	  as	  we	  send	  fewer	  non-‐violent	  offenders	  to	  jail,	  we	  can	  continue	  to	  look	  
at	  ways	  to	  enhance	  public	  safety	  by	  reducing	  violent	  crime.	  


