My name is Warren Stevens from Southington, CT. My complete contact
information is at the end of my statement. |1 am here to oppose HB 06848, SB 00650
and HB 06962. Bills 6848 and 650, in regard to restraining orders, take away a
person’s natural right of protection without a hearing, without criminal charges and
without a police report. Basically, firearms are confiscated without appearing in
front of a judge.

HB 6848 requires the police to seize all firearms on your property if a temporary
restraining order is issued against you. The consequence of this bill is that if you
transfer your firearms and standard capacity magazines to an FFL,

the FFL may not be able to sell / transfer them back to you in the future due to the
provisions in SB 1160. This may require the person to go through a special appeal
process which is already backlogged 2 plus years in advance just to get back their
legally owned property.

SB 650 requires the police to serve the temporary restraining order to obtain your
firearms and permits prior to any court hearing.

My recommendation is that a person is entitled to due process and a hearing in
front of a judge before any action is taken on their personal property / firearms in
regard to any type of temporary or permanent restraining orders.

The CT Dept OF Public Safety Data for 2012 lists Family Violence Incidents with
Firearms at 160, Knives 655, Other Weapons 1298, Hands, Fists and Feet 12, 610.
Since firearms incidents are the absolute lowest number on this report, the proposed
legislation can only be viewed as anti 2" Amendment to make firearms ownership
as difficult as possible.

HB 6962 specifies that you are not allowed to store or keep any firearm, loaded or
unloaded, unless it is locked in a safe or carried on your person. The legal owner
becomes fully liable for any infractions another person may commit with that
firearm resulting in finding the owner criminally negligent and charged with a class
D felony. My interpretation of this bill is that if a warrant to seize your firearms is
carried out, the burden of proof to prove you are capable of owning a firearm is
placed back on you. This bill only accomplishes increased storage requirements on
lawful citizens and criminal penalties that only punish law abiding gun owners.

My recommendation is that this bill needs to be dropped.

Thank you for your time and consideration,
Warren Stevens

110 Paul Terrace

Southington, CT. 06489

Email: LTORRanger@aol.com

Home: 860 628 9394

Cell: 860 384 0585
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