
Testimony of Brian Corbino in opposition to Senate Bill 650 – AN ACT CONCERNING TEMPORARY 

RESTRAINING ORDERS 

 

Honorable Representatives and Senators of the Judiciary Committee: 

Senate Bill 650 would, if enacted, require the police to remove firearms from the homes and revoke the 

permits of gun owners upon the issuance of an Ex Parte Temporary Restraining Order against them.  

Although I could bore you with the details of how this runs afoul of the natural rights protected by 

Amendments 2, 4, 5, 6, and 14, I won’t.  Instead, I’ll simply explain why it’s unnecessary. 

According to the same data that the supporters of this bill use to claim how very important it is that we 

do these things, there is quite literally no upside. 

In each of the past five years, there were approximately 5,000 Ex Parte orders granted, with roughly 

3,000 found to merit extension to a full year order after a hearing.  Which means that about 40 percent 

of the time, the court found that there was insufficient reason to issue a restraining order.  The data also 

say that roughly 600 of those TROs are ones where the presence of firearms or a permit has been 

indicated.  So let’s assume that the ratio holds and 40 percent of those are considered insufficient.  

You’ve now taken the lawful property of 240 people, without due process, and without merit.  And 

while some are claiming that after all is said and done, the police just give everything back, it’s not going 

to work that way.  The permit has been REVOKED, because someone had to tell DESPP that this person 

is subject to a Temporary Restraining Order.  Without a valid permit, those people aren’t getting their 

property back.  And with the wait for a hearing running over two years, they might not ever see it again. 

Furthermore, since that permit was revoked those 240 people (again found not to pose a threat) will 

forever be marred.  Should they ever apply for a firearms permit in another state (because they moved, 

or because they travel with guns), they will have to check “Yes” next to the question that asks “Have you 

ever had a firearms permit revoked?” 

And what of the lives saved? Well, it turns out that in the last two years for which data is available (2011 

and 2012), there have been no people killed with firearms while under the protection of a TRO.  None.  

Zero. 

So you’re going to permanently mar the records of hundreds of people every single year, and you’re not 

even going to save one life. 

Don’t send this bill to the floor.  No good can come of it, so just kill it here. 

 

Kind Regards, 

Brian Corbino 
Southington, CT 


