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To the Members of the Judicial Committee:

I write in strong support of the TRUST Act, HB 7039. As a resident of the town of East Haven, I have
felt police abuse and brutality first hand. I am part of the fight in our state in defense of civil rights. I
believe passing the TRUST Act would help prevent double punishment and unjust detention. When
ICE does not present a judicial warrant to detain someone, they are violating the constitutional and
civil rights of Connecticut residents.

What happened in East Haven in June of 2014, with adoption of the total ban on collaboration between
ICE and East Haven Police Department, for all ICE detainer requests without exception—if the
Judicial Committee takes this agreement between East Haven Police and the US Department of Justice
as a model for the entire state—it would maintain policies of respect, equality, and fair treatment for all
residents and those in detention.

You should provide the legal tools to permit jails, courts, and judges to say NO to ICE detainer
requests. In this way, the State of Connecticut will not detain a resident of the state without a judicial
warrant. Detaining someone without reason nor judicial warrant fosters uncertainty and distrust in the
judicial power of the State. The East Haven Police is the first institution to adopt such a policy with
ICE, and this has restored peace, trust, and mutual respect to our community.

I believe that strengthening HB 7039 is what is required to re-establish the bonds of trust and respect.
This law would create a legal protection preventing civil lawsuits that already cost this state thousands,
and cost millions more to other states around the country.

The Secure Communities (S-COMM) program and ICE, with laws of terror, persecution, and unjust
detentions, put family unity in danger in Connecticut and across the country. Leaving families without
protection from deportation is not the solution; rather, it makes the problem worse.

I ask once more that the Judicial Committee reflect on the experiences of the families, and those who
have been detained unjustly by police; and the courts, who hope for a law to allow them to legally say
NO to the ICE requests; and this broken immigration system. Vote YES to make these improvements
possible. Vote YES to maintaining our private information confidential and maintaining the integrity of
the Connecticut judicial system. YES to HB 7039. Thank you.



