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Testimony  in  support  of  HB  7039  

  
Dear  Senator  Coleman,  Representative  Tong  and  other  members  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  
  
My  name  is  Luis  Rodriguez,  I  used  to  live  in  the  city  of  East  Haven.  I  was  one  of  hundreds  of  
victims  of  the  police  in  that  city.  East  Haven  was  plagued  with  harassment  and  racial  profiling.  
Because  of  the  actions  of  the  police,  I  lost  my  business,  one  that  I  spent  many  years  building.  
The  police  used  to  park  in  front  of  my  business  and  detain  my  clients.  Because  of  this  behaviour,  
many  people  were  deported,  particularly  because  there  used  to  be  a  direct  collaboration  between  
the  East  Haven  Police  Department  and  Immigration  Customs  Enforcement.  Others,  like  me,  were  
forced  to  leave  East  Haven  for  other  towns.  
  
The  good  part  of  the  story  is  that  in  this  case,  justice  was  served  because  the  Justice  Department  
and  the  FBI  intervened.  Eventually  a  negotiation  with  the  Police  Department  and  the  city  took  
place  and  they  agreed  to  implement  a  policy  which  stated  that  they  would  not  cooperate  with  
immigration  and  would  not  report  to  them  any  information.    
  
Since  I  saw  all  the  abuses  that  took  place  in  East  Haven,  I  wish  the  entire  state  of  Connecticut  
had  the  same  policy  of  “no  cooperation”  with  ICE.  The  problems  with  our  immigration  system  
are  problems  of  the  federal  government  but  they  cannot  be  remedied  by  the  types  of  abuses  that  
we  lived  in  East  Haven.    
  
For  this  reason,  I  plead  that  you  pass  HB  7039  and  that  we  are  all  able  to  live  in  a  great  
community.    
  
Thank  you,  
  
Luis  Rodriguez  
  
  
  
  
  
  


