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Dear Senator Coleman, Representative Tong and members of the Joint
Committee on Judiciary,

My name is Meghan Noto and | am an intern for the organization Unidad Latina
en Accion (ULA), a human rights organization, and a Masters of Social Work
Student at Southern Connecticut State University. As a social worker and a
member of ULA, it has been our job to try and create a trusting relationship
between the immigrant community and local police.

Members of the ULA organization face many abuses in employment and
everyday life. There are members of ULA who are working for well below
minimum wage and living in conditions that are well below undesirable just to
support their families. Immigrant families face discrimination from simply being
here in the United States, but what the general public forgets is there is a reason
that these families have put their lives in danger to come and live the American
Dream. Members come to the organization because landlords will violate
housing codes, by turning off the heat in the middle of winter but are afraid to tell
anyone with the fear of being deported.

According to Futures without Violence, Forty-eight percent of Latinas in one
study reported that their partner’s violence against them had increased since
they immigrated to the United States. A survey of immigrant Korean women
found that 60 percent had been battered by their husbands. Married immigrant
women experience higher levels of physical and sexual abuse than unmarried
immigrant women, 59.5 percent compared to 49.8 percent, respectively. Abusers
often use their partners’ immigration status as a tool of control. In such situations,
it is common for a batterer to exert control over his partner’s immigration status in
order to force her to remain in the relationship. When this happens to the
immigrant woman and men and their society they call organizations like ULA, or
no one at all. We as an organization urge the individuals to call the police, as this
is their right for justice and to protect themselves and their children, but there is
so much fear of deportation to the home country that they left in order to survive.



We also need to think about the effect that this has on the family’s children,
witnessing abuse and unfair treatment and learning that it is not okay to trust
anyone especially the police.

It is a concern as a social worker and a resident of Connecticut that people are
afraid to defend and protect themselves and their children because of fear.
Those immigrants are afraid to stand up for themselves and expose workplace
abuses to be treated like every other citizen of Connecticut to be paid fairly. To
walk down the street or drive their car and not be blamed or judged for things that
they did not do based on their appearances and legal status. All of these people
are just like you and me. They have families who they love and care about, they
are working individuals of society and they have rights. Rights should all be the
same. Everyone should be able to feel comfortable and be trusting when
contacting authorities for safety or help, and NO ONE should let themselves live
in harm because they will be reported to immigration.

H.B. 7039 would help improve the trust between the immigrant community and
the police. Crime would be reported and our fellow citizens of Connecticut would
feel safe. Individuals would feel as though they have rights and can trust
enforcement as the general public can. We can pass H.B. 7039 to restore
TRUST within the community.

Sincerely,

Meghan Noto

Masters of Social Work Candidate, Southern Connecticut State University
Intern, Unidad Latina en Accion
Case Worker, Department of Children and Families



