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Dear Senator Coleman, Representative Tong, and Distinguished Members of the Judiciary
Committee,

My name is Edgar ]. Marin. I am 33 years old, a father of a 7-year-old son, and a legal
permanent resident of the United States of America since May 18, 1999. My entire family
came here when [ was a teenager. I coach youth soccer and I am an active volunteer with
many community organizations including Unidad Latina en Accion, where I defend the
rights of immigrants when they suffer human rights abuses.

In June of 2011, I was assaulted by officer Dennis Spaulding, the former East Haven police
officer who is now detained in federal prison for civil rights violations.

In September 2011, I had to obtain a public defender to defend myself in the Connecticut
court against allegations of the police officer. The public defender told me to plead guilty to
all the charges against me, telling me that it was impossible to challenge the word of a
police officer, and that all of the charges would be turned into a second degree felony. He
told me that if [ did not plead guilty I could go to jail for 10 years, and for that reason I pled
guilty without knowing my rights or the law. I was given 2 years of probation and anger
management classes, which I completed as the court ordered.

On January 30, 2014 two ICE agents arrived at my work asking for me. They said they were
looking for me because [ was a criminal and they were there for “Secure Communities.” For
this reason [ was put in deportation proceedings and unjustly incarcerated for one and a
half months, the worst months of my life. On March 12, 2014, a federal immigration judge
agreed to grant me a bond of $7000. I was released, and on March 17, I returned to the
Superior Court of Connecticut, where my case was reopened and the aforementioned
charges were reduced to a misdemeanor “interfering with an officer.”

After all that happened, I applied for US citizenship in October of 2014. [ passed the exam
without problems, and I had to present all my documents, including the arrest report and
court records. On March 5, 2015 my application was denied with the argument that [ was
not “a person of good moral conduct.”

For all of what happened, I believe that [ was and still am a victim of the “Secure
Communities” program. For that reason, I believe that you should approve the TRUST Act,
since many of us, many families and many people, are treated unfairly by this program.



