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Testimony  in  support  of  HB  7039  

  
Dear  Senator  Coleman,  Representative  Tong  and  members  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  
  
My  name  is  Esvin  Lima.  I  was  one  of  the  people  who  benefitted  from  the  Governor’s  current  
policy  change  at  the  Department  of  Corrections.  While  living  in  Norwalk,  I  had  a  complaint  
against  my  landlord  because  the  basement  where  I  lived  was  unsafe  and  unsanitary.  My  friend  
and  I  decided  to  do  something  about  it  and  we  went  to  the  South  Norwalk  Community  Center.  
The  Executive  Director  of  the  Community  Center,  Marina  Forero,  directed  us  to  the  Health  
Department  where  they  initiated  an  investigation.  The  owner  of  the  house  was  fined  for  violating  
the  housing  code.  He  was  very  mad  that  we  did  this  and  he  retaliated  against  us  and  called  the  
police,  accusing  me  of  stealing  a  box  of  tools  from  the  basement  where  I  lived.    
  
ICE  issued  an  immigration  detainer  and  I  remained  in  jail  for  9  months,  because  if  I  had  posted  
bond  I  would  have  been  turned  over  to  immigration.  Thanks  to  the  community  the  Governor  
changed  the  DOC  policy  and  for  this  reason  I  was  able  to  pay  a  bond,  get  out  of  jail,  and  get  the  
charge  dismissed.  This  change  helped  me  not  get  deported.  Right  now  I  am  pursuing  a  complaint  
through  the  Connecticut  Human  Rights  Commission.  
  
I  want  to  tell  you  that  when  I  was  in  jail,  I  met  a  lot  of  innocent  people,  people  that  because  of  
their  current  immigration  status  have  been  deported  or  will  get  deported.  Many  of  them  are  
fathers,  mothers,  sons  and  daughters.    
  
Please  support  HB  7039,  and  this  way  you  will  be  helping  the  community.    
  
Thank  you  for  your  attention.    
  
Esvin  Lima  
Member  
Unidad  Latina  en  Acción  
  
  
  
  


