Jose Maria Islas
New Haven
March 30th, 2015

Re: Testimony in support of HB 7039
Senator Coleman, Representative Tong and distinguished members of the Judiciary Committee,
My name is Jose Maria Islas. I have lived in the state of Connecticut for 8 years.

In 2012 I was detained by the police in Hamden. I was taking my lunch break at work and I went
to the store. That is when it all happened. The police accused me of attempting to steal a bicycle
from a man. They were looking for a brown, hispanic and short man and I fit the profile.

I spent about 8 months in jail. The criminal case was resolved because I was not guilty of the
crime that I was accused. But the problem was that I had been apprehended on the border eight
years before. The day the Connecticut judge ordered my release in Meriden Superior Court, the
Judicial Marshals held me and called ICE.

My family and the community of New Haven mobilized. Senators Blumenthal and Murphy
supported me. Congresswoman DeLauro also helped me. After a long national campaign,
Immigration & Customs Enforcement gave me a “stay of removal.” Today I am lucky to have a
work permit but there are many that are not as lucky as I am.

There are many injustices against us immigrants, that is why it is important that you pass the
Trust Act HB 7039.



