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Senator Coleman, Representative Tong, and Members of the Judiciary Committee,
Please accept my testimony in support of HB 7039, the Connecticut TRUST Act.

At their best, our laws help us to live well together, to be safe and secure, and to respect one
another. The passage of this bill will help to make our laws serve those ends.

I believe that mercy and grace transform both the giver and receiver. Never have I experienced
such grace as I have among people whose families are new to this place, people seeking survival
and dignity, people who are, like all of us, interdependent with their families, friends, and
communities. We all flourish in spaces of connection, and it is so much easier to fall apart when
we are disconnected from one another. I have seen both of these things happen among people
whose families have recently come to this country. Unnecessary forced removal of a person from
their support networks is one of the greatest threats to the wellbeing of both.

I am filled with hope when I hear about the awesome work of people like Clayton Gordon, who
has lived in this country since he was 7 and who helped to renovate a property into a transitional
home to help people coming out of prison to adjust to a new life. Unfortunately, in June 2013 he
was detained by ICE in relation to a 5-year-old drug possession offense and put into ICE
detention for 6 months, and now struggles to be allowed to stay and provide for his family and to
contribute to his community. That kind of legal vindictiveness is a waste, and it does nothing but
damage in a rippling effect to the man detained, his immediate family including his young
children, and the community he is an active part of.

I know a young man in prison whose mother was forced to leave this country when he was
young. As a result, he was forced to fend for himself, which is how he got to be where he is now
— and it is thanks to his resilience and commitment to self-growth that he is a remarkably
responsible person today despite having grown up living in a destructive environment. He will,
nevertheless, continue to be locked away and prevented from contributing to society until he is
well into adulthood. So many lives are affected when we ask law enforcement officers to do the
terrible task of dividing up human beings from their loved ones in order to deport people. We
should ask law enforcement officers to do their jobs in a way that helps the communities they
serve to flourish, rather than hindering and dividing communities. That is the opportunity you
have now, because that is exactly what the TRUST Act does. I hope and pray that you will be a
part of this way of making our communities safer and more worth living in by keeping loved
ones together, and I thank you for doing it.



