
March  28,  2015  
RE:  SUPPORT  for  the  Trust  Act,  HB  7039  
  
Dear  Senator  Coleman,  Representative  Gonzalez,  and  Representative  Arce  
     
My  name  is  Arlene  Angel.  Years  ago,  I  suffered  tenant  theft  twice,  in  which  my  landlord  did  not  return  
my  deposit.  One  was  $630,  and  the  other,  $750  was  because  I  had  to  leave  quickly  out  of  fear  of  a  
roommate’s  problem  in  which  she  had  an  accident  and  it  was  not  her  fault.  But  as  she  didn’t  have  a  
driver’s  license  and  her  license  plates  were  from  out  of  state,  the  fascist  police  reported  her  to  
immigration.  When  she  got  out  of  the  hospital,  ICE  was  waiting  for  her.  They  asked  her  name  and  took  
her.  Many  hours  later,  she  got  in  touch  with  her  uncle  and  he  told  us  the  bad  news  that  she  was  in  
immigration  jail  and  was  going  to  be  deported.  As  I  was  left  with  the  house  that  she  and  I  shared  
together  with  another  person,  two  days  later,  she  told  us  through  another  person  that  we  should  
leave  because  she  was  afraid  ICE  would  check  who  else  lived  there.  
  
It’s  a  long  story,  but  my  friend  was  UNJUSTLY  deported  for  nothing  more  than  having  been  in  an  
accident,  not  having  ID  and  having  license  plates  from  another  state.  We  told  the  landlord  this  was  
why  we  had  to  leave,  and  she  wouldn’t  give  us  the  deposit.  She  wouldn’t  even  allow  us  to  leave  our  
furniture  for  a  month  while  we  looked  for  a  good  apartment.  We  were  going  to  stay  at  a  friend’s  
house  for  a  few  days,  but  she  wouldn’t  accept  this  either.  I  think  that  our  fear  of  being  undocumented  
in  this  country  exposes  us  to  injustices  like  this.  This  is  why  I  pray  and  urge  a  fair  law  for  every  
undocumented  person.  
  
In  the  other  situation,  there  was  so  much  moisture  in  the  apartment  that  the  walls  grew  fungus.  There  
were  also  a  lot  of  cockroaches,  which  is  why  we  decided  to  leave.  They  didn’t  give  us  our  deposit  and  
never  I  could  go  on  and  on  about  how  many  things  I  have  suffered  in  the  fourteen  years  that  I  have  
been  in  this  country.  
  
Sincerely,  
Arlene  Angel  
  
  
  
  


