
Small Claims Court Limits for the 50 States*

1. State Dollar Limit

Alabama $3,000

Alaska $10,000

Arizona $2,500

Arkansas $5,000

California

$10,000 (effective January 1, 2012), except that a plaintiff may not file a claim over
$2,500 more than twice a year. Limit for local public entity or for businesses is
$5,000. $6,500 is the limit in suits by an individual against a guarantor that charges
for its guarantor or surety services.

Colorado $7,500

Connectic
ut

$5,000 (except in landlord-tenant security deposit claims).

Delaware $15,000

District of
Columbia

$5,000

Florida $5,000

Georgia $15,000 (no limit in eviction cases).

Hawaii
$5,000; no limit in landlord-tenant residential security deposit cases. For return of
leased or rented personal property, the property must not be worth more than $5,000.

Idaho $5,000

Illinois $10,000

Indiana $6,000

Iowa $5,000

Kansas $4,000

Kentucky $2,500

Louisiana $3,000 (city court); $5,000 (justice of the peace, but no limit on eviction cases).

Maine $6,000

Maryland $5,000

Massachus
etts

$7,000; no limit for property damage caused by motor vehicle.

Michigan $3,000

Minnesota
$7,500 ($4,000 for claims involving consumer credit transactions, $15,000 for claims
involving money or personal property subject to criminal forfeiture)

http://eforms.alacourt.gov/disLogonGrid.aspx?key=8-0-0
http://www.state.ak.us/courts/forms/sc-100.pdf
http://www.supreme.state.az.us/info/brochures/smclaims.htm
http://courts.state.ar.us/courts/muni.html
http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/smallclaims/
http://www.courts.state.co.us/Forms/Forms_List.cfm/Form_Type_ID/9
http://www.jud.state.ct.us/faq/smallclaims.html
http://www.jud.state.ct.us/faq/smallclaims.html
http://courts.delaware.gov/How%20To/court%20proceedings/?jpcourt.htm
http://www.dccourts.gov/dccourts/superior/civil/small_claims.jsp
http://www.dccourts.gov/dccourts/superior/civil/small_claims.jsp
http://www.flcourts.org/
http://www.georgiacourts.org/magistrate.html
http://www.courts.state.hi.us/page_server/SelfHelp/SmallClaims/695F88B9A961B33EAB295F3B7.html
http://www.courtselfhelp.idaho.gov/smclaims.asp
http://www.ag.state.il.us/consumers/smlclaims.html
http://www.in.gov/judiciary/pubs/handbooks/small-claims-manual(2005).pdf
http://www.judicial.state.ia.us/Representing_Yourself/Civil_Law/Small_Claims/
http://www.kscourts.org/dstcts/smallclaims.htm
http://courts.ky.gov/aoc/generalcounsel/faqsgeneralcounsel.htm
http://brgov.com/dept/citycourt/
http://www.courts.state.me.us/maine_courts/specialized/small_claims/index.shtml
http://www.courts.state.md.us/district/forms/civil/dccv001br.html
http://www.mass.gov/courts/courtsandjudges/courts/districtcourt/smallclaims.html
http://www.mass.gov/courts/courtsandjudges/courts/districtcourt/smallclaims.html
http://www.courts.michigan.gov/scao/resources/publications/pamphlets/TP2.pdf
http://www.mncourts.gov/selfhelp/?page=313


Mississipp
i

$3,500

Missouri $5,000

Montana $7,000

Nebraska
$3,500 from July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2015 (adjusted every five years based on
the Consumer Price index)

Nevada $7,500

New
Hampshire

$7,500

New
Jersey

$3,000 ($5,000 for claims relating to security deposits); certain landlord-tenant suits
cannot be brought

New
Mexico

$10,000

New York $5,000 ($3,000 in town and village courts)

North
Carolina

$5,000

North
Dakota

$10,000

Ohio $3,000

Oklahoma $6,000

Oregon $7,500

Pennsylva
nia

$12,000

Rhode
Island

$2,500

South
Carolina

$7,500

South
Dakota

$12,000

Tennessee $25,000; no limit in eviction suits or suits to recover personal property

Texas $10,000

Utah $10,000

Vermont $5,000

Virginia $5,000

Washingto
n

$5,000

http://www.mssc.state.ms.us/trialcourts/justicecourt/justicecourt.html
http://www.mssc.state.ms.us/trialcourts/justicecourt/justicecourt.html
http://www.courts.mo.gov/page.asp?id=704
http://doj.mt.gov/consumer/consumer/smallclaimscourt.asp
http://www.supremecourt.ne.gov/small-claims/
http://www.clarkcountycourts.us/lvjc/small-claims.html
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/district/claims.htm
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/district/claims.htm
http://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/civil/civ-02.htm
http://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/civil/civ-02.htm
http://www.nmcourts.gov/othercourts/nmmagistratecourts.html
http://www.nmcourts.gov/othercourts/nmmagistratecourts.html
http://www.nycourts.gov/courts/
http://www.nccourts.org/Courts/Trial/Sclaims/
http://www.nccourts.org/Courts/Trial/Sclaims/
http://www.ndcourts.com/_court/forms/small/forms.htm
http://www.ndcourts.com/_court/forms/small/forms.htm
http://www.ag.state.oh.us/citizen/pubs/smallclaimscourtWEB.pdf
http://www.okbar.org/public/brochures/sccbroc.htm
http://www.osbar.org/public/pamphlets/smallclaims.html
http://courts.phila.gov/pdf/brochures/small-claims-court.pdf
http://courts.phila.gov/pdf/brochures/small-claims-court.pdf
http://www.courts.state.ri.us/district/smallclaims.htm
http://www.courts.state.ri.us/district/smallclaims.htm
http://www.scbar.org/public_services/lawline/magistrates_small_claims_court/
http://www.scbar.org/public_services/lawline/magistrates_small_claims_court/
http://www.state.sd.us/state/judicial/court_proced/smallclaims.htm
http://www.state.sd.us/state/judicial/court_proced/smallclaims.htm
http://www.tba.org/lawbytes/T9_1800.html
http://www.texasbar.com/Template.cfm?Section=Legal_and_Judicial_System&CONTENTID=3869&TEMPLATE=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm
http://www.utcourts.gov/howto/smallclaims/
http://www.vermontjudiciary.org/GTC/Superior/smallclaims.aspx
http://www.courts.state.va.us/pamphlets/small_claims.html
http://www.courts.wa.gov/newsinfo/resources/brochure_scc/smallclaims.doc
http://www.courts.wa.gov/newsinfo/resources/brochure_scc/smallclaims.doc


West
Virginia

$5,000

Wisconsin $10,000; no limit in eviction suits

Wyoming $6,000

http://www.state.wv.us/wvsca/magistrate.htm
http://www.state.wv.us/wvsca/magistrate.htm
http://www.wicourts.gov/about/pubs/circuit/smallclaimsguide.htm
http://courts.state.wy.us/CircuitCourt.aspx

