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Committee House Bill No. 5602 – AN ACT CONCERNING A PROPERTY OWNER'S LIABILITY FOR THE EXPENSES OF 
REMOVING A FALLEN TREE OR LIMB.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony regarding Committee House Bill No. 5602 – AN ACT 
CONCERNING A PROPERTY OWNER'S LIABILITY FOR THE EXPENSES OF REMOVING A FALLEN TREE OR LIMB.  The 
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) welcomes the opportunity to offer the following 
testimony. 
 
This bill seeks to have private property owners take greater responsibility for trees which might pose a risk to a 
neighboring private property. While this seems to be a common sense approach and relief for concerned and 
aggrieved property owners who find their property at risk, DEEP has concerns with this bill as presented.   
 
Tree diseases in Connecticut are quite common, often temporary, and do not necessarily result in structural tree 
failure. Additionally as written this bill creates considerable uncertainty regarding negligence should the noticed tree 
fail from an undetected or unpredicted agent. Also there is no relief provided for property owners who do not have 
the means to refute a tree risk claim. Many additional questions arise including determining a fair cost for clean-up 
and repair to damaged infrastructure. Current property owner insurance addresses these issues in a fair and 
equitable manner with civil legal action available for additional recourse.   
 
Additionally, DEEP’s policy goals encourage keeping large working lands intact including privately owned core forest 
areas. DEEP is concerned of unintended consequences this bill may disproportionally have on approximately 800,000 
acres of privately owned lands classified under P.A. 63 - 490 as farm, forest, or open space. These lands provide 
significant public benefits and the owners have considerable property line extents.  
 
Although DEEP appreciates the intent of Committee House Bill No. 5602, the noted uncertainties outweigh the 
perceived benefits.  DEEP would be happy to work with the proponents to hopefully find language to address the 
concerns on both sides of the issue. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony on this proposal.  If you should require any additional 
information, please contact Robert LaFrance, DEEP’s Director of Governmental Affairs, at 860.424.3401 or 
Robert.LaFrance@ct.gov or, Elizabeth McAuliffe, DEEP Legislative Liaison, at 860.424.3458 or 
Elizabeth.McAuliffe@ct.gov . 
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