For the Insurance and Real Estate Committee Public Hearing being held on 2/10/2015

In support of House Bill 5361 An Act Concerning the Use of the Breed of Dog as an Underwriting Factor for
Homeowners and Tenants Insurance Policies

f've had problems with getting home insurance going back many years. About 15 years ago, | thought
my home insurance bill (with Nationwide} was too high and decided to shop around for another policy.
| called several agents and was told by each of them that | couldn’t get a policy because one of my two
dogs was a pit bill mix. The other dog was a beagle, and neither of the dogs had ever bitten anyone. i
gave up and decided | had no choice but to stick with my current policy.

Then two years ago | noticed that the cost of my insurance policies was going up at an alarming rate, My
auto policy cost had increased 41% in 4.5 years, and my home insurance had increased 42% in 4 years.

| wrote to them asking for an explanation but did not receive a reply, so | decided to try again to find a
new company.

| now had two pit bull mixes, both with no history of biting. 1 applied to several companies using on-
Jine tools that would submit a quote request to several companies at a time. | also spoke to of couple
of independent insurance brokers. It was a repeat of my previous experience. All said no, even when |
offered to either pay a higher rate or exclude the dogs from the policy. | had read on dog sites that my
best chance was with State Farm. The first agent | cailed did not return my calls, leading me to wonder
if | had any options at all. Luckily | tried another State Farm agent. He came to my house, met the dogs,
and wrote me a new policy.

| was fucky with the agent | found, but on the whole | think the process is arbitrary and unfair. | live in
Bridgeport where there are many pit bulls, and | asked one of the independent agents how all those
people got insurance. He said most people lied, and advised me to do the same. | did not want to do
that because | thought that might be cause for invalidating the policy in case | ever needed it, in a storm
for example.

Living without home insurance is not an option for me because 1 still have a mortgage. When company
after company can turn you down even when you are willing to exclude the dogs from the policy, that is
too much power over people’s lives.

Please pass House Bill 5361.
Thanks for your time.
Christine Kaminski

449 Ezra St

Bridgeport, CT 06606
krysiak@optonline.net




