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Re:  H.B. No. 5806 (RAISED) AN ACT INCREASING THE MINIMUM AMOUNT OF ASSETS
THAT MAY BE RETAINED BY THE SPOUSE OF AN INSTITUTIONALIZED PERSON

Senators Moote and Markley, Representatives Abercrombie and Wood, and distinguished members of
the Human Services Committee, thank you for this oppottunity to provide testimony on behalf of the
Permanent Commission on the Status of Women (PCSW) in support of H.B, 5806 An Act Increasing the
Minimum Amount of Assets that May be Retained by the Spouse of an Institutionalized Person,

The decision to place a loved one in a long term care facility can be a painful and difficult one under any
citcumstances, but the decision is further complicated when facing the financial hardship that often accompanies
institutional care. In many cases, the individual has no choice but to apply for Medicaid to cover the exorbitant
costs of such care. In situations where the individual applying for Medicaid is martied, the spouse who remains
at home in the community — the “community spouse” — often suffers financially in order for the institutionalized
spouse to qualify for Medicaid. Under current law, the community spouse may retain a minimum of only
$25,000 in assets. HB 5806 would increase the minimum to $50,000,

Impact on Connecticnt Women

Eldetly women represent 58% of the Connecticut’s elderly population and 68% of the elderly population
over the age of 85.' Because women have longel life expectancies than men, more than half (57%) of those
covered by the Medicare program are women." By the time women are 85 and oldet, they account for neatly
three-quarters of all Medicare beneficiaries.”

Social Security is the only source of income for one out of five older adults in Connecticut and vittually
the only soutce of income for 40% of older women in Connecticut. According to the Social Security
Administration, the average monthly Social Security check received by women is $774 per month versus $1,006
for men; an elderdy couple receives an average monthly Social Security income of $1780.F
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According to the Connecticut Eider Economic Secutity Standard Index (ESSI),” Social Secutity income
falls short of what is needed for seniors to meet basic expenses (housing, healthcare, transpottation and food),
which is $1,700 to $2,600 a month for a single elder, and $2,600 to 33,500 for an elderly couple.

If couples have managed to build and retain assets, they should be allowed to utilize those assets to
maintain their own houscholds and live independently.

The small and simple change proposed in H.B. 5806 would have a substantial impact on the lives of
many women in Connecticut facing the financial hardship that comes with the institutionalization of a spouse on
Medicaid. That $25,000 could mean the difference between living independently with dignity and living poverty
while relying on public assistance programs to get by.

Thank you for your consideration of this important issue.
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