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Support For:
HB 6670 AAC REVISIONS TO THE STATE CODES OF ETHICS

SB 850 AA AMENDING THE CODE OF ETHICS FOR LOBBYISTS TO REDEFINE
"LOBBYING" AND "EXPENDITURE", DEFINE "GRASS ROOTS LOBBYING" AND
RAISE THE THRESHOLD FOR LOBBYIST REGISTRATION

Comments submitted by Pat Reilly, Ethics Specialist
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The League of Women Voters of Connecticut, a statewide nonpartisan organization with
over 1600 members, believes that the public should have confidence in the integrity of
its government. We appreciate the opportunity to submit these comments today.

Support for HB 6670 AAC Revisions to the State Code of Ethics

The League believes that government officials and employees should be held
accountable for carrying out their duties in both an effective and ethically responsibie
manner. To accomplish these ends, the League supports efforts to reform, strengthen
and clarify Connecticut's Codes of Ethics for Public Officials, as well as measures to
strengthen the functioning and governance of the Office of State Ethics (OSE).

The League supports House Bill 6670. We highlight our support for the foliowing
provisions.

¢ The bill permits members of the Citizen's Ethics Advisory Board to serve until a
successor is appointed, thereby increasing the likelihood that the Board is fully staffed.

* The bill extends to guasi-public agencies contracting restrictions in the Code, such as:
a) No public official or state employee can enter into any contract with a guasi-public
agency, valued at one hundred dollars or more.

b) No person hired by a quasi-public agency as a consultant or independent contractor
can accept anything of value based on an understanding that the actions of the person
on behaif of the agency would be influenced.




s Payment of necessary expenses or fees for participation in public events by public
officials or state employees in their official capacity is restricted to sponsors of the event.

+ HB6670 gives the OSE the authority to interpret Parts Il and IV of chapter 10 of the
general statues. Part Il covers Lobbying: Miscellaneous Provisions;, and Part iV
addresses Ethical Considerations Concerning Bidding and State Contracts.

We believe these revisions will lead to greater integrity in government, and we thank
you for the opportunity to comment on HB 6670.

Suppeort for SB 850 AA Amending the Code of Ethics for l.obbyists to Redefine
“Lobbying” and “Expenditure”, Define “Grass Roots Lobbying” and Raise the
Threshold for Lobbyist Registration

The League of Women Voters of CT believes that advocacy is crucial to informed
decision making. Behaviors by lobbyists and lawmakers that undermine the fairness
and transparency of the legislative process do not contribute to good government. The
League supports efforts to reform, strengthen and clarify Connecticut's codes of ethics
as they apply to public officials, public employees and lobbyists.

The League supports SB 850's amendments to the code of ethics for lobbyists. The bill
defines “soliciting” and "grass roots lobbying", expands the definition of expenditure,
raises the threshold for requiring lobbyist registration from two thousand dollars to three
thousand dollars, and removes the requirement that communicator lobbyists for state
and quasi-public agencies file financial reports since such agencies are prohibited from
hiring communicator lobbyists. The amendments enhance fairness and transparency in
the advocacy process, thereby leading to better legislative decision making for the
common good.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on SB 850.




