To:  Members of the Government Administration and Elections Committee
For Public Hearing 11am, Friday, 27 March 2015
GAETestimony@cga.ct.gov

From: Norman J. Gauthier
16 Julian Drive
Preston, CT 06365
N.Gauthier@USA.net

Subj.: Testimony in support of Proposed HB 5351, An Act Concerning
Campaign Consultants,

Dear Senator Cassano, Representative Jutila, Senator McLachlan and Representative Smith,
and other distinguished members of the Government Administration and - Elections
Committee, '

* Thank you for accepting this written testimony since I am unablé to appear in person to
express my support for HB 5351, An Act Concerning Campaign Consultants.

Based on recent news reports it seems that some Citizen's Election Program (CEP)

candidates have found another way of hiding campaign expenditures. They simply funnel -
* then through their campaign consultants. There is nothing wrong with the use of consultants,

what is wrong is the lack of transparency in how those CEP funds are being used. - In

addition, without the visibility provided by HB5351 campaign consultants who represent

. multiple candidates could easily and illegally co-mingle those funds without any fear of

public knowledge.

Any lack of transparency in government, especially in how taxpayer dollars are handled,
tarnishes every candidate and office holder. HB 5351, An Act Concerning Campaign
Consultants would mandate disclosure of taxpayer-funded campaign spending, even when
passed through consultants. : : '

Please support HB 5351 to protect the integrity of the CEP and the candidates who use i,

Yours Truly,

o] BT

Norman J, Gauthier

3/26/15




