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TESTIMONY	  OF	  
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BY	  
ANDY	  MARKOWSKI,	  STATE	  DIRECTOR	  

SUPPORTING	  
SB-‐1137,	  AAC	  THE	  CONNECTICUT	  COMPETITIVENESS	  COUNCIL	  

BEFORE	  THE	  
FINANCE,	  REVENUE	  &	  BONDING	  COMMITTEE	  

APRIL	  21,	  2015	  
	  
A	  non-‐profit,	  non-‐partisan	  organization	  founded	  in	  1943,	  NFIB	  is	  Connecticut’s	  and	  the	  nation’s	   leading	  small-‐
business	   association.	  	   In	   Connecticut,	   NFIB	   represents	   thousands	   of	   members	   and	   their	   employees.	   	   NFIB	  
membership	   is	   scattered	  across	   the	   state	   and	   ranges	   from	   sophisticated	  high	   technology	   enterprises	   to	   “Main	  
Street”	  small	  businesses	  to	  single-‐person	  “Mom	  &	  Pop”	  shops	  that	  operate	  in	  traditional	  ways.	  	  NFIB’s	  mission	  is	  
“To	  promote	  and	  protect	  the	  right	  of	  its	  members	  to	  own,	  operate,	  and	  grow	  their	  businesses.”	  	  On	  behalf	  of	  those	  
small-‐	  and	  independent-‐	  job-‐providers	  in	  Connecticut,	  NFIB/Connecticut	  offers	  the	  following	  comments:	  	  
	  
NFIB/Connecticut	  supports	  the	  intent	  of	  this	  legislation	  that	  would	  establish	  a	  Connecticut	  
Competitiveness	  Council	  charged	  with	  examining	  and	  encouraging	  private	  sector	  business	  
growth	   in	   the	   state.	   	   This	   represents	   a	   step	   in	   the	   right	   direction	   for	   Connecticut	   and	   is	  
exactly	  the	  type	  of	  discussion	  that	  the	  legislature	  and	  all	  stakeholders	  needs	  to	  be	  having.	  
	  
NFIB	   supports	   the	   idea	   of	   a	   summary	   report	   on	   the	   competitiveness	   of	   Connecticut	   as	   a	  
place	  to	  do	  business.	  	  It	  is	  important	  for	  the	  entire	  legislature	  and	  the	  public	  to	  know	  how	  
the	   programs	   and	   policies	   of	   state	   government	   affect	   the	   economy	   and	   business	  
environment,	   steps	   taken	   by	   other	   states	   to	   improve	   their	   business	   climate	   and	   overall	  
position	  of	  Connecticut	  from	  an	  economic	  competitiveness	  standpoint,	  etc.	  	  	  
	  
Again,	   NFIB/Connecticut	   applauds	   and	   supports	   the	   creation	   of	   the	   Connecticut	  
Competitiveness	  Council	  and	  we	  look	  forward	  to	  working	  with	  the	  Council.	   	  Furthermore,	  
we	  would	  encourage	  the	  Council	  to	  focus	  in	  particular	  on	  the	  small	  business	  environment	  
as	   part	   of	   their	   evaluations	   and	   recommendations.	   	   Finally,	   NFIB/Connecticut	   would	   be	  
willing	   to	   lend	   our	   organization’s	   expertise	   and	   service	   to	   the	   Council.	   	   As	   the	   only	  
statewide	   and	   national	   association	   exclusively	   dedicated	   to	   small	   and	   independent	  
businesses,	  NFIB	  would	  be	  able	   to	  provide	  a	   representative	  with	  a	  unique	  and	  necessary	  
perspective	  to	  serve	  on	  the	  Connecticut	  Economic	  Competitiveness	  Council.	  	  	  	  
	  
Thank	  you	  for	  the	  opportunity	  to	  comment,	  and	  NFIB/Connecticut	  encourages	  lawmakers	  
to	  support	  SB-‐1137.	  


