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April 17, 2015 

Dear Chairs Berger and Fonfara, 

Distinguished members of the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee, 

I am writing on behalf of Western Connecticut Council of Governments (WestCOG) to share the 
region’s comments on Senate Bill 1136. 

In our view, SB1136’s capping of the car tax at 35 mills is an improvement on SB1’s proposal for a 

statewide car tax. SB1 could double and even triple car taxes in our communities. We are gratified 

that SB1136 neither adds to the financial burdens that many households in our region face, nor 

penalizes our communities for their success in reducing tax rates and attracting business. 

SB1136’s plan to fund the municipal revenue sharing account (MRSA) and regional services with 

existing taxes is also an improvement on SB1. SB1 would install a regional tax system that has only 

been adopted once anywhere. By sticking to a tried and tested model, the sales tax, SB1136 avoids 

taking unnecessary risks with the continued economic development of the region. 

SB1136 could benefit from detail on the use of funds in excess of the $49.9 million MRSA set-aside. 

Currently, the bill directs the Secretary of the O7ce of Policy and Management to direct funds to 

the following uses in descending order: 1) grants to municipalities via the Councils of Governments 

(COGs); 2) grants to COGs for regional services; and 3) distribution to municipalities. However, 

SB1136 does not specify how funds should be distributed among and within these categories. 

Failing such guidance, it appears the decision would fall to OPM. OPM would be free, for instance, 

to spend most or all of the money on municipal grants, leaving no resources for regional services 
(or vice-versa). OPM could also grant all remaining funds to one COG and zero fund the rest. 

WestCOG is uncomfortable with allowing this level of discretion in the bill and recommends, 

should the bill proceed, that language specifying how funds are to be divided among these 
programs and among the COGs be added.  

Should you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

 

Francis R. Pickering 
Executive Director 


