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To Whom It May Concern; 

 

This is my testimonial for my daughter and our family as to why you should not cut DDS funding 

anymore!  My daughter is 20 years old and is currently in a program that is teaching her how to live 

independently.  How to use public transportation, apply for and hold a job, do her own banking, her own 

laundry and other personal care issues.  In other words, become independent and someone that can 

give back to the community, not only take from it.  She currently is getting funding from our school 

district until she is 21, even with that funding my husband and I work happily, 11 to 12 hours a day each 

to cover the balance.  When the school district no longer covers her school, DDS was supposed to take 

over.  If they don’t she will have to leave and then what?   You are more than willing to give money to 

people that choose not to work, do drugs and drain the system.  STOP THAT and give the people that are 

thrilled to work a minimum wage job, and be a responsible citizen, the help they need to achieve this.   

If you cut funding to DDS she will no longer be able to go to her school, she will sit home and we will 

have to find someone to take care of her while we work.  And we will do what we can to help her, but 

when we are gone, then who will take care of her.  She will have no skills, and then the state will have to 

take care of her for the rest of her life, fully!  Let’s invest a little now, to save a lot in the future! 

Since starting her new school last August, my daughter can now go to a restaurant and order and pay for 

her own meal, go to the bank and budget for her weeks activities, go out into the community using 

public transportation and purchase the things she needs to live.  These are all things she could not do 

before starting the program, she wouldn’t even talk to other people to order her own food at a 

restaurant.  She wants nothing more than to live on her own, work, and be happy.  Isn’t that we all 

want, and what we all deserve?  PLEASE HELP HER AND OTHERS become independent and happy! 

 

Thank you for your help! 

 

Milissa, Daniel & Kaleigh Brigante 


