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March 9, 2015

Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee

onnecticut General Assembly

enator John W Fonfara and Representative Jeffrey J. Berger

ear Sirs/Madams,

ridgeport contains a large amount of abandoned historic buildings that depend on
overnment funding to bridge the gap between development cost and after rehab
arket value. it is crucial that the CGA preserve the Communit y Investment Act
unding because it is the linchpin to leveraging other financing including tax credits
hat will enable Bridgeport to rejuvenate its Downtown and its historic neighborhoods.

addition, Bridgeport has a need to create more open space for its congested
eighborhoods including: community gardens, bike paths, linear parks and waterfront
ccess. The CIA funding enables the municipality to purchase and improve abandoned
erelict open space and provide quality of life improvements to these spaces for the
enefit of neighborhoods.

ttached are photos of a smali sampling of abandoned historic homes in Bridgeport’s
eighborhoods that depend on CIA funding for their development. This does not
include the large amount of buildings in Bridgeport’s Downtown, that are historical
cluding the Palace and Majestic Theaters.

Sincerely

obert E Halstead

)

ity Councilman
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