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SB 946: An Act Concerning Revenue ltems
To Implement the Governor’s Budget

March 9, 2015

Chairman Berger, Chairman Fonfara, Honorable members of the Finance, Revenue and Bonding
Committee,

For the record, | am State Representative Mary Fritz of the 90" District, representing parts of both
Cheshire and Wallingford.

I am asking you to please not support the liquor bills before you. My understanding is that the
changes are repotted to bring $25 million to the state. This is pie in the sky! Do you think people are
going to stop crossing the borders to buy liquor? Why should they? The taxes on liquor in
Connecticut are excessive! That’s why they make the trip.

I would like to share with you conversations from very wise men of the General Assembly.

One pointed out how all the locally owned pharmacies are gone! The pharmacies are all national
chains. The same is true of the tocal hardware stores. They have been replaced by the Lowe’s and
the Home Depot’s. This too will happen to our liquor stores, which are mostly small businesses.
Costco is on the porch waiting to come in.

My second wise man clearly and cleverfy summed up the situation, “this is a solution without a
problem.”

I have included testimony from two of my constituents who sent me their concerns. Please consider
their statements as you deliberate on this issue.

Thank you,
Mary Fritz

SERVING CHESHIRE AND WALLINGFORD
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March 8, 2015

Honorable State genator john Fonfara
Honorable State Representative Jeffrer |. Berger
Honorable Members of the Finance, Revenue & Bonding Committee -

State of Connecticut

Re: Governar's proposed alcohol changes

To whom it may concera.

[ am opposed to the Governor's proposed alcohol changes.

My name is Vincenzo DiNatale and [ was born and raised in Wallingford,
Connecticut. | currently reside in Wallingford with my wife and three children
(ages 7,12 & 14). [am proud to be from Conmecticut and have the opportunity to
yaise a family here.

[ am also a business owner and very proud to be part of the smal) business
community here in Connetticut, I have owned and operated a small buginess here
in Connecticut for over 1.0 years, Connecticut has a vibrant small business
community that currently exists in the alcohol industry. There are many boutique
stores, small wholesalers as well as micro distilleries and microbreweries that
thrive under the current regulations here ip Connecticut

Like many of my colleagues, we have made a substaatial ipvestment of time and
money in our husiness hased on the existing guidelines that govern alcohol here in
Connecticut,

The proposed changess greatean unevan playing field with "big boy retailers.and will
be devastatjng Lo this small business community.

Consuxners here in Connecticuthavea chojce, They can shop here in Connecticut o
in the surrounding states. Our sales and excise taxes are higher than surrounding
states (MA and Rl have 1o sales tax).

Ihg_mp_qsgg,qharlges will_not benefit the, consumers here in Connecticut. They are
still hetter off leaving Counacticut to shop for alcoho).

please support the small business cormunity and do not support the proposed
regulations.

Sincerely,
Vincenzo DiNatale
Wallingford, CT 06492
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Mary Fritz
Assistant Deputy Speaker
goth Assembly District Cheshire and Wallingford

Dear A %wx,vw—u y [8@ W*&NIB &W&L:M(

| am writing to you as tomorrow’S‘QWN Comiiftee sesslon opens 10 give you some
furthet thoughts regarding Governaor Malloy's proposed budget as it pertains o the Alcohol
Beverage Industry. | have spent my entire career in all three tiers of the business over the past

35 years.

We should be well aware that for the first time, the majority in ALL THREE TIERS ARE IN
A.GHEEMENT THAT THEY DO NOT WANT THESE CHANGES. } can’t rernembet when thare
has beeh such & pnpanimous voice for NO CHANGE.

4, Stores really don't want to be open past g:0opm. We ghouldn’t put 80 many families
at risk by staying open so late at night. The closure time used to be 8:00pM. Closing &t
10:00pm could pring trouble 10 stores and smalt owners would now be-ask o put one

more hour on an aiready long day. Our indusiry services the gonsumer just fine by
closing at 9:00.

»  The pricing works great as it is. The margins tor stores are reasonabte and not
excessive. The target prices are consistently being achieved by Suppliers and
Distributars. There isn’t any “low pall” pricing being offered which could cause excess

or unfair “back door’ business practices. We don't have a punch of closed store fronts
which s what we would get by atlowing “at cost” pricing-

3. Having the number of stores owned currently at “3 maximum jocations ” has also
worked well. Families can compete nicely without the big ox stores taking control of
the State by peing able 10 expand to gt ANy expansion in this area walild cause
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nardship for both Store OWNers and Distribuors.

our industry is growing. The consumer is pelng treated tairy and is being offered a’
tremendous selection of products in all categories. The majority of stores are healihy and full
of inventoty and making a sdecent” living. Nobody is getting rich put making & decent 1iving.
For once, the majotity of mambers of alt three tlers are in agreement that we are not in favor of
any of ihese ihree proposed changes.

Let's be sure to encourage the Governor to leave things alone Mary. The Gavemnor should
work with his Staff 10 concentrate on more peneficial areas like proposing petter highway
sysiems, higher education snhancermnents, and more safety in our urhan markets areas.

Best of luck!

Tim Clarke
General Manager

POLLY & JOAN'S CORDIAL CO., LG

89 North Plains Industrial Road (unit #27)
wallingford, CT 06492

203-623-7371



