To the Finance, Revenue & Bonding Committee:

| am writing to support Governor Malloy’s proposals in HB 6840 that will help develop and fund transportation
infrastructure that is built around people, specifically the elements that support pedestrian safety, multiuse paths, and
continued expansion of our bicycle and greenway network. The Governor's proposal includes $101 million for active
transportation funding from 2016 through 2020 during the "five year ramp up" phase of the 30 year plan.

In order for Hartford, and other Connecticut cities, to continue to attract new residents and investment, we need to
build the transportation and infrastructure systems of the future. Hartford is a small, walkable city. Hartford’s
Downtown has a walk-score of 90, meaning that daily errands can be easily done via foot or bicycle. There are many
reasons to build new infrastructure that supports these modes of transportation, including:

e People want to spend more time out of their cars and in their communities, but many don't feel safe or
comfortable without protected infrastructure like bike lanes, greenways and improved sidewalks.

e These types of infrastructure improvements cost a fraction of road and highway construction and
maintenance.

e Since transportation is the biggest contributor to greenhouse gases in Connecticut, funding infrastructure
that encourages people to walk or bicycle is a cost-effective way to reduce vehicle-miles-travelled.
subsequently reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

e Walkable, bikeable places will also boost tourism, with benefits spreading throughout our economy.

People young and old are looking for easier ways to get around cities, and are choosing to locate to places that
create many affordable and fun mobility options. Connecticut's cities have to catch up to these growing demands and
build cities centered around people. A well-designed active transportation network will help bring millennials and the
creative class to Connecticut and keep them here, strengthening our economy.

For so many reasons, it's time for Connecticut to become a great place for people. The active transportation projects
included in HB 6840 are a good start.

Thank you.

S

John Gale
john@johngale2015.com
860.416.5959

Paid for by John Gale 2015, Matthew St. Amour, Treasurer. Approved by John Q. Gale


mailto:john@johngale2015.com

