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Re: Hearing Date: Tuesday, February 17, 2015
"HB 6027: Anr Act Concerning Microgrids
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_ " Dear Senator Doyle, Representative Reed and Committee Members:

_ Thank you Senator Doyle, Representatlve Reed, and members of the committee for allowing me
N to prov1de testimony on an act concermng microgrids.

In Brldgeport our state’s largest city, we are making smart investments in the future. We are
~ bullish on creating green _}ObS and producing clean energy, which helps ensure that our kids and
grandklds breathe cleaner air. :

We are also bullish on mlcrogrlds Bridgeport is one of only six communities in our state that
have a mlcrogrld -And, Br1dgep0rt is the only city in Coniiecticut that has two microgrids.

Microgrids are essentially a much smaller version of the bigger utility grid, outside of one key
feature: they can function separately from the b1gger utlhty gnd and operate separately in what is
frequently called, “1sland mode ” '
' That is Why m1crogr1ds are so lmportant for coastal commumtles hke ours.
‘ When a storm hits, facilities’ that need to function no matter what — including hospitals, police

and fire: departmients —need a power source that provides a higher degree of reliability than what
is g1ven by the larger ut1l1ty gr1d alone

Together we are indkfﬁg'ﬂrfidga}iarf the 'cleane-al“, gr:*eenes_t, safest, most affordable city, with schools and neighborhoods that improve each year”




~ Not only do they provrde a higher degree of rehablhty for electricity generation in the midst of
adverse weather many of them are powered by clean energy sources like solar, wmd -and fuel
cells. . : _ .

So that is what brmgs me here today we have a problem that’s keeping mlcrogrlds from seeing
the type of growth they should.in cities across our state.

In land constrained municipalities — Bridgeport New Haven, Hartford, and others — we are put in
a situation where we need to find creative ways to meet distributed power generation and
renewable energy portfolio objectives.

But conditions exist when a single meter, located across the street from a power generation
opportunity can form the foundation of a microgrid, too.

This is exactly why we need more flexibility.
The state’s one meter program is currently in PILOT form.
We commend Governor Malloy and state legislators for their investments in microgrid _
interconnection, which has spurred public and private investment in several microgrid power
generation locations across the state. :
We are hoping to take the next step.
That is why we are asking the state legislature to allow for one meter microgrids — and to allow
for further investment at the local level — which will enable us to take advantage of more
opportunities to protect our most vital services for residents when adverse weather hits.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
75 ‘
M /W%
Bill Finch
Mayor




