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Testimony Submitted by Liberty Tire Recycling in opposition to SB 869

Dear Environmental Committee:

Liberty Tire Recycling is the largest provider of recycling seruices in North America, with
34 processing facilities in the United States and three in Canada. We process more than 1.5
billion pounds of recycled rubber annually and more than 140 million tires are collected
and recycled by Liberty each year. Many of the scrap tires generated in Connecticut flow
through our processing center near Boston.

During the past 20 years, the tire industry has performed extremely well in managing the
flow of scrap tires and delivering them to environmentally acceptable markets. More than
907o of the scrap tire piles from years ago have been removed. During this same period,
there has been signilicant growth in scrap tire markets. Today, nearly 907o of the scrap
tires removed from service are delivered to economically viable end use markets. The
commercial scrap tire industry is big business, vital to our economy and environment,
constantly evolving and has a proven track record ofsuccess.

The Tire Stewardship program proposed for Connecticut is unproven and the track record
for Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) programs for scrap tires is very
disappointing. For example, in Ontario Canada, where Liberty operates a processing
center, the cost for consumers, which is charged on the sale of a new tire, is more than two
and a half times the average cost for consumers in the U.S.In addition, tire retailers in
Ontario frequently complain about collection serice because they do not have a direct
business relationship with their haulens. Furthermore, the markets that were to be created
by the high management fees have seen very little growth.

Liberty's experience in Ontario indicates that if a Producer Responsibility program is
enacted in Connecticut, an unnecessary bureaucratic management layer will be created
and funded, consumer costs for new tires will increase signilicantly and new markets for
scrap tire material will not materialize. In fact, if tire derived fuel is not allowed, the scrap
tire market for Connecticut tires will decline dramatically. In addition, if Connecticut is the
only state in the area offering a free disposal option at designated sites, the number of scrap
tires entering the state seeking this free disposal will increase, particularly near your
border towns.
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We encourage the Environmental Committee to oppose SB 869. The free market based
system in place today that shares responsibility between industry stakeholders is a highly
successful proven system to manage the flow of scrap tires. The recovery rate for scrap
tires is higher than plastic or glass bottles, aluminum cans, or paper and far better than
products recently regulated under extended producer responsibility. Throughout the
United States a very stable scrap tire management infrastructure exists in cooperation with
state laws that regulate and govem scrap tire hauling, storage, processing and end-use
markets.

One of the concerns expressed by the Connecticut DEEP is the cost to clean up sites where
illegal tires are dumped.Illegal dumping is a concern that has been addressed in many
states through a manifest system to track the flow of tires and an enforcement program
that arrests individuals who steal scrap tires from tire businesses. Connecticut does not
have these programs and the idea that a Producer Responsibillty program would prevent
this activity is simply false. The Ontario Producer Responsibility program mentioned
earlier still faces illegal dumping and scrap tire clean ups, eyen though disposal is free.

The free-market based system in place today has created a self-sustaining scrap tire
industry. Please do not support a program that will add significant and unnecessary costs
to the consumer and restrict, direct or interdere with the free flow of scrap tire recyclable
material from the point of generation to the linal end use."ru"4
Richard Gust
Director Government Affairs
Liberty Tire Recycling


