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I am Martin Mador, 130 Highland Ave., Hamden, CT 06518. I am the volunteer
Legislative Chair for the Connecticut Chapter of the Sierra Club. I hold a Masters of
Environmental Management degree from the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies.

To quote a speaker at last week’s Committee hearing, “Effective strategies for dealing
with solid waste is an important part of our environmental agenda. Ever seen the movie Wall-E? 
If so, you understand why. In this 2008 delightful Pixar animated movie, accumulated trash has
driven humans off the planet.”  (Martin Mador)

What is EPR (Extended Producer Responsibility)?

A program for reclaiming and appropriately disposing of large quantities of consumer
goods at the end of their useful life. Manufacturers set up a program to acquire the discards from
the users and send them for recycling or reuse. A few important points about EPR:

-state government requires a program be established by the manufacturers
-state government approves and monitors it, but does not run it, and has no day to day

involvement
-the program is owned by and run by the manufacturers
-cost of the program is paid for by a small surcharge at the time of retail sale. Those using

the products and benefitting from them thus pay for their end-of-life disposal. In economic terms,
the cost of the pollution is embedded (“internalized”) in its original retail cost, rather then
“externalized”, imposed on society as a whole.

-the state has zero involvement with the monetary side; that rests entirely with the
program the manufacturers have established

Giving responsibility to the manufacturers has another benefit.  It gives them an economic
incentive to design their products for efficient reprocessing at end-of-life.

As you may know, we have EPR systems in place for electronics, paint, and mattresses. In
2015, we add tires. Hopefully soon next will come small batteries and carpets. Some industries
have shown an interest and a willingness to explore EPR and cooperate with DEEP to set up a
program. The tire industry has been reluctant to understand the role they must play to protect the
environment. We hope this will change shortly.
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We have no system in place now for reclamation of used tires. The previous fee system
has now sunset. But a fee system run by the state offers no benefits. A program setup and run by
the manufacturers is far preferable.

As past president of the Quinnipiac River Watershed Association, I vividly remember the
Farricelli tire pond adjacent to the river, leaching contaminants from millions of tires into the
waters. We must ensure that cannot happen again. We would conduct river cleanups every year.
And every year the tires would be back.  So we must keep casually discarded tires from littering
our landscape.  

Our current program for discarded tires involves burning them for energy. Not a good use,
and not a contamination free one. Far better would be a higher value program to recycle the
contents for re-use, thus capturing the economic value in the materials. That is exactly what an
EPR program would do.

While progress has been made in reducing the mountains of discarded tires we once had,
we need to build an effective system to ensure this will not happen again. Because we discard
about 3.5 million tires in Connecticut annually, this is a solid waste problem in need of an
appropriate remedy. It is very much an every day, current, problem in need of an effective
solution.

Let’s set up an EPR program to reclaim and process these discards. It will create jobs,
access the economic value left in the materials of the used tires, and provide a way to center the
economic activity within Connecticut. It will embed the cost of disposal within the purchase cost
of the product and minimize the role of government in carrying out the solution.

The Sierra Club vigorously endorses SB 869 and the EPR program it would bring to us
for tires.


