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Mayor
March 20, 2015

Committee on Environment
Connecticut General Assembly
Legislative Office Building
Hartford, CT 06106

Re: S.B. 995: An Act Concerning the Promotion of the Shellfish Industry in Connecticut
Thank you Senator Kennedy, Representative Albis, and members of the committee for the

opportunity to testify before you today. I am here in support of this legislation.

In Bridgeport, we’re on the verge of a major comeback. We’re making smart investments in our
city’s future that will result in thousands of new jobs and millions in revenue for our city.
Investments like Steelpointe Harbor, which will offer 2.8 million square feet of shops, hotels, a
public waterfront, and up to 2.6 million square feet of housing, all anchored by a flagship Bass
Pro Shop. Once complete, Steelpointe Harbor will mean more than 3,000 jobs and $18.5 million

1n annual tax revenue.

We’re also going green by investing in our Eco-Technology Park, which has created hundreds of
green jobs and $10 million in annual personal income for our residents. And like the rest of

Bridgeport, Eco-Technology Park is growing and getting better every day.

Our state’s largest city is also home to a thriving shellfish industry, a vital part of Connecticut’s

economy. We’re home to Bridgeport Lobster and Shellfish, a restaurant that recently re-opened,



creating jobs and providing comfort to the community. We also have Hillard Bloom Shellfish, a

shellfish harvesting company, which will eventually be moving to Steelpointe Harbor.

Altogether, the Shellfish Industry in Connecticut provides 300+ jobs and $45 million in yearly

sales. But, there is still more we can be doing to promote and protect this crucial industry. This

bill accomplishes just that.

This legislation would establish an Aquaculture Coordinating Council, which would develop a
plan to expand the shellfish industry in Connecticut, review health and safety standards, and

address problems and threats to the industry.

One issue the council could confront is the problem of ocean acidification, which affects our
state’s coastal economy. Carbon Dioxide from fossil fuels makes the water more acidic, thus
killing marine life like Shellfish. A recent study by the Natural Resource Defense Council named
Connecticut one of the fifteen most at-risk states on this issue. Bridgeport is particularly at risk

because nitrogen pollution in Long Island Sound exacerbates acidification in shellfish-rich areas.

The Connecticut shellfish industry does much to create jobs and grow our economy, and we

much protect it. I respectfully ask the committee to support this bill. It is the right thing to do.

Best Regards,

Mayor Bill Finch
Bridgeport, Connecticut
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