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Senator Kennedy, Representative Albis, Senator Chapin, Representative Shaban, Senator Moore, 

Representative Arconti and members of the Environment Committee. 

 

Today, I wish to add my enthusiastic support for the Committee’s efforts to position Connecticut to take 

advantage of the opportunities presented by the Long Island Sound Blue Plan.  For all of us who live 

along the broad swath of Connecticut shoreline which borders on the Sound, or even for those who 

merely sometimes enjoy its beauty and natural resources, there is an understanding of just how valuable 

an asset we have. 

 

But, in past decades, we’ve seen what can happen when we fail to preserve and protect this resource.  

Pollution, over-harvesting of aquatic life, indiscriminate recreation -- all contributed to a dangerous 

deterioration of the Sound’s habitat and water quality.  Thanks to the efforts of many good stewards, the 

Sound has made a great recovery from its worst days. 

 

The Blue Plan marks an important crossroads for our state and New York State as well.  We can embrace 

the opportunity to develop a long-term plan for our relationship with this ecosystem to assure it will be 

available and attractive for future generations.  The specific requirements detailed in this legislation are 

far from trivial.  They recognize the interdependency of man and environment and squarely assign the 

onus on us to do the right thing. 

 

If we do it well, the resulting document will provide those who follow us with a clear and actionable 

vision of how we can balance the demands of commerce and recreation with the imperative of preserving 

and encouraging diverse and healthy aquatic flora and fauna.  We’ve struggled in the past, with all good 

intentions, to find that balance.  Thanks to experts such as those at UConn Avery Point, we know so much 

more about what we should do – and what we shouldn’t do. 

 

Again, thanks to the Committee and the Governor for seizing this opportunity to both keep and enhance 

Long Island Sound as a precious common asset.  


