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SUMMARY:

The Connecticut Ornithological Association (COA) thanks the Governor and the
Environment Committee for proposing H.B.6839. From COA'’s perspective this bill is an
excellent way to get a much improved “baseline snapshot” of the total ecosystem of Long
Island Sound (LIS), which will be essential to its future management and protection We
respectfully ask that the Environmental Committee support this much-needed bill.

COA would like to become an active contributor to the proposed Advisory Committee, to
contribute whatever and wherever it can, including what it knows about the changes in Long
Island Sound (LIS) birds and their environment over decades, going back to the middle of
the 1900s, and earlier in some cases. COA has done decades of field work which informs
COA about changing patterns of birds in LIS and that may be useful in this project, and
some of it may not be known by others.

DETAILS:

The COA, Connecticut Ornithological Association, is a statewide non-profit organization
focusing on Connecticut birds and their environments. It consists of more than 500
members, from bird watchers and citizen-scientists, to ornithologists working in universities,
government organizations and NGOs. COA has many active field observers with decades
of interest in and experience with Long Island Sound (LIS) birds and the related ecosystem,
both on the coast and well off shore, including both its natural and human components.

For the past two years, just for one example, we have been performing COA’s “Long
Island Sound Project” which includes its December five-week “LIS Bird Count’, an
inventory covering birds and wildlife seen in all of LIS’ 1320 square miles of water, from the
Connecticut shore all the way across to the New York shore of Long Island, 110 miles from
the East River in New York City all the way east to the Block Island Sound. Hundreds of CT
& NY observers have contributed field observations to this recent study, which is being
documented during the next few months and will be published online. These marine
observations of LIS birds have been done from shore, from ferries, and from other ships
traversing the entire length of LIS, and are a collaboration of birders, citizen-scientists and
ornithologists from both CT & NY.

COA believes it has some knowledge of LIS which may not be completely represented on
the Advisory Committee as it is presently defined in H.B. 6839, and respectfully requests
permission to participate and contribute. COA believes it has a civic, community and citizen-
scientist responsibility to do this, because of the importance and impact of H.B.6839.

Contact: Thomas Robben, COA Research Committee
robben99@amail.com, 172 Grandview Drive, Glastonbury CT 06033




