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Senator	  Ted	  Kennedy,	  Representative	  James	  Albis,	  and	  Members	  of	  the	  
Environmental	  Committee,	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  I	  am	  in	  favor	  and	  ask	  your	  support	  on	  HB6731,	  an	  act	  concerning	  the	  treatment	  
of	  certain	  farmland	  for	  purposes	  of	  the	  estate	  tax.	  
	   I	  am	  an	  80	  year	  old	  farmer	  who	  wishes	  to	  keep	  the	  farm	  property	  in	  
agriculture.	  This	  proposed	  legislation	  is	  extremely	  important	  for	  farmers	  like	  me	  
who	  wish	  to	  convey	  the	  property	  to	  the	  next	  generation	  without	  having	  to	  pay	  high	  
probate	  costs	  or	  having	  to	  sell	  the	  farm.	  Upon	  death	  of	  decedents	  the	  proposed	  
legislation	  would	  spell	  out	  that	  farmland	  would	  be	  assessed	  on	  values	  as	  prescribed	  
in	  PL490	  and	  exempt	  from	  estate	  tax.	  The	  Belinsky	  Family	  Farm	  is	  comprised	  of	  82	  
acres	  of	  hayfields,	  orchards,	  pastureland	  and	  forest.	  This	  farm	  has	  sustained	  our	  
family	  for	  over	  100	  years	  and	  passing	  this	  bill	  would	  ensure	  the	  farm’s	  continuity	  
for	  future	  generations.	  	  
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