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Good afternoon Chairmen Kennedy and Albis, Ranking Members Chapin and Shaban, and members of the Environment Committee. Thank

you for allowing me the opportunity today to testify in favor of HB 6034, AN ACT AUTHORIZING BOW AND ARROW HUNTING ON
CERTAIN PRIVATE PROPERTY ON SUNDAYS.

According to Wayne MacCallum, Director of the State Division of Fisheries and Wildlife of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, “The
Sunday hunting prohibition is a relic of puritanical rules, part of the so-called blue laws that were established back in Colonial Times.” This
Colonial ban on against bow hunting on Sundays is unfair and anachronistic. Today, 11 states continue the prohibition of the restriction of
hunting on Sunday. Were these states to eliminate these outdated restrictions, and simply allow hunting on Sundays new jobs would be
created. A report published by the National Shooting Sports Foundation claims up to 27,400 jobs could be created by lifting the ban and
restrictions in all 11 states, potentially paying $714,187,827.00 in wages and bringing in about $2,216,691,102.00 in economic activity. In
the State of Connecticut alone that would mean 496 jobs paying $14,218,519.00 in wages and bringing in about $38,245,866.00 in
economic activity.

Sunday hunting is an important and proven measure used in a majority of our states to achieve game species management objectives. High
deer densities are causing extensive damage to ecosystems and property in addition to causing risks to public health and safety through
tick-borne illnesses the most common of which is Lyme Disease. Another problem brought about by overpopulation of deer is the increase
in vehicle collisions. The addition of Sundays during the private land deer seasons would significantly increase deer harvest by increasing
hunter opportunity. I feel strongly that landowners should be able to retain the right to determine who recreates on their properties, whether
it is for hunting, hiking or other outdoor pursuits. Repealing the ban would be helpful for all because even if you are pro-wildlife, having
overpopulation is bad for the environment.

With regards to the common argument that people want to enjoy nature without fear of coming into contact with an archer's arrow or sceing
an injured animal or blood trail, there is little evidence to support such concerns. Hunters generally hike deep into the woods far away from
public places. Archers are highly trained and generally sit in tree stands for upwards to six hours waiting for a deer to pass. Thus, it is a
much more passive sport than hunting with a gun. Amy Mahler, spokesman for Massachusetts Environmental Police, said, “It is 'extremely
uncommon' for archers to hurt non-archers in the woods.”

Finally, banning hunting on Sundays keeps hunters from enjoying their life-style while still finding time for work and family during the rest
of the week. In today's uber-hectic world, the two-day weekend is one of few brief moments families get to spend together. With soccer,
tee-ball and other sports usually taking up most Saturdays, this leaves only Sunday for parents to take their children hunting. Remove that

day what happens? Reduced recruitment, reduced participation and a future generation that doesn't know anything about hunting, other than
a vague recollection that father used to do it.

Thank you for holding this hearing on HB 6034. I wish to express my support for the legislation and ask for the committee's favorable
action.

Sincerely,

Rep. Charles Ferraro

www.RepFerraro.com




THE ECONOMIC IMPACT
OF SUNDAY HUNTING

Prepared for the National Shooting Sports Foundation by John Dunham and Associates, New York

o E LY A S T DR LT T T S Y T TP VI E== e s e e e e T T e

WWW.NSSF.ORG




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Sunday trade restrictions (or Blue Laws) were commonly

enacted during the colonial period in America, and well into

? ; However, as one author suggested, “While it is easy to think
B L U E LAW S . of economic reasons why God might aistockphate comiCoreia Scheible
i / have commanded us to ‘

stop working from time to

the 1800’s. They were justified on “Old Testamen(” grounds.

time, it is not clear why He
commanded us all to rest at

. 2
the same time.”

During the later part of the 19th century, these

restrictions began to be challenged by merchants’
associations and by 1970 only 25 states still had Blue
Laws. This number had fallen to 1% by 1984.” As
one economist suggests, positive externalities can ; WHAT [ S TH E [ R
arise from resting or enjoying free time collectively;

however, negative externalities can also result from

PURPOSE?

synchronized economic activity. This is especially true
for retail activities which by

definition require some to

e s work while others do not.'

HOW CHANGE e g
CAN IMPACT

Today, 11 states either prohibit or restrict hunting
on Sunday. Were these states to eliminate these
outdated restrictions, and simply allow hunting

on all Sundays within the dates of the current
hunting season, it is estimated that over 27,000

new jobs would be created. These are good
jobs, paying over $730 million in wages, and
contributing about $2.2 billion in additional

economic activity to the states in question.
Price, Jamie and Bruce Yandle, Labor Markets and Sunday Clesing Laws, Journal of Labor Research, 8:4, Fall 1987,

Burda, Michael, and Philippe Weil, Blue Laws, Unpublished Working Paper, October 2005, ftp://ftp.cemfi.es/pdf/papersiwshop/BurdaBlue.pdf
3 QOp cit. Price.

+ Op cit. Burda,



SUNDAY HUNTING REGULATIONS

The removal of bans on Sunday hunting in all 11 states analyzed could result in over 27,000 new jobs
being created, paying over $730 million in wages, and contributing about $2.2 billion in additional

economic activity.

ECONOMIC IMPACT OF LIETING SUNDAY HUNTING BAN IN ALL 11 STATES

Direct Supplier Induced Total
Jabs 16,790 3,505 7,105 27,400
Wages $339,730,558 $149,358,382 $245,098,887 $734,187,827
Output $868,425,909 $519,704,953 $828,560,240 $2,216,691,102

The National Shooting Sports Foundation Sunday Hunting Economic Impact study measures the impact of
lifting laws which currently prohibit or grossly restrict the sport on Sundays. State law which currently either

prohibits or restricts hunting on Sunday exists in the following states:

e Connecticut ® Maryland ® North Carolina ° Virginia
e Delaware ® Massachusetts ¢ Penmnsylvania ® West Virginia
® Maine ® New Jersey @ South Carolina

Sunday hunting permitted

Sunday hunting on private land only

| Sunday hunting allowed in some counties
ﬁ . . . . .

Top priorities: Virginia, Connecticut, I Sunday hunting allowed in limited instances
Pennsylvania, Maine and Massachusetts (5) M sunday hunting prohibited
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11 Mile Hill Road
Newtown, CT 06470-2359
T: 203.426.1320
F: 203.426.1087
www.nssf.org
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