
 

 

To Representative James Albis  and Senator Ted Kennedy 

 

 

Testimony to the Committee on the Environment, 

 for SB 38, to go along with Committee Bill 5734 

 

March 20, 2015 

 

Subject: To ensure Urban Oaks Organic Farm will remain in New Britain 

 

The New Britain Hunger Action Team – a coalition working to resolve the root causes of 

hunger through local solutions – is proud to have Urban Oaks Organic Farm as a member of our 

team.  On behalf of those members (see list on reverse), I am writing you today to request your 

assistance to ensure the Urban Oaks Organic Farm will continue to have a presence in New 

Britain for many years to come. 

As you may know, Urban Oaks Organic Farm grows over 50 varieties of healthy, nutritious 

fruits and vegetables that nourish the people in New Britain.  Members of our community using 

WIC, SNAP, or Farmers’ Market coupons saw their benefits doubled this year, to the tune of 

$13,000. Through multiple programs, Urban Oaks has taught over 500 New Britain children in 

the past 4 years the importance of healthy eating and farming.  Urban Oaks provides training to 

high school students and young farmers through internships, apprenticeships, and managerial 

roles.  This year, over half of their volunteer and employment opportunities were filled by New 

Britain residents. And as a small organic farm, they spend their dollars wisely, creating business 

partnerships with dozens of other Connecticut businesses.   

This may all change.  Urban Oaks appears unable to renew their lease, which may result in 

closing the farm, demolition of all six greenhouses and construction of 14 multifamily homes.  

The New Britain Hunger Action Team would encourage you to provide any assistance possible 

to the Urban Oaks board and staff.  They would benefit greatly from your assistance.        

Sincerely, 

James G. Palma, Jr. 

Community Network Builder 

Facilitator of the New Britain Hunger Action Team 

  



 

 

The following members of the New Britain Hunger Action Team 

support Urban Oaks Organic Farm continued presence in New Britain, CT. 
 

American Savings Foundation 

Arch Street NRZ 

Boys and Girls Club of New Britain 

Calvary Christian Center 

Capital Workforce Partners 

Central CT State University 

Church of God Ebenezer 

City of New Britain 

Community Health Center 

Community Mental Health Affiliates 

Connecticut General Assembly 

CT Department of Labor 

CT Works (KRA) 

East Side NRZ 

End Hunger CT! 

First Choice Health Centers 

FoodCorps 

Foodshare 

Friendship Service Center of New Britain 

Hartford Job Corps 

HRA of New Britain - NB Food & Resources Center 

Neighborhood Housing Services of New Britain 

New Britain Herald 

New Britain Public Library 

New Britain Rock Cats Foundation 

New Britain Housing Authority 

North/Oak NRZ 

Price Rite Supermarkets 

Spanish Speaking Center of New Britain 

UCC Poverty Conversations 

UCONN - Cooperative Extension Service 

United Way - New Britain Community Board 

United Way of Central and Northeast CT 

Urban Oaks Organic Farm 

Wheeler Clinic 

Whitsons Culinary Group 

YMCA of New Britain 

YWCA of New Britain 
 


