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Good afternoon Chairmen Kennedy and Albis, Ranking Members Chapin and Shaban, and members of the Environment 

Committee. Thank you for allowing me the opportunity today to testify in favor of SB 357, AN ACT CONCERNING THE 

PROMOTION OF THE SHELLFISH INDUSTRY IN CONNECTICUT, HB 5720, AN ACT REQUIRING THE 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE TO DOUBLE THE CAPACITY FOR SHELLFISH SAMPLE TESTING AND TO 

ESTABLISH A SITE FOR SHELLFISH SAMPLE TESTING EAST OF THE CONNECTICUT RIVER. 
 

SB 357 - The purpose of this legislation is to promote the state's shellfish industry through the establishment of a council to 

oversee the policies and procedures of the state's Bureau of Aquaculture and to afford whistle-blower protections to 

employees of state shellfish grounds lessees who make certain complaints concerning the administration of such leases. 

Long-term, this state should embrace the shellfish industry and that brings me to my support of SB357 AA Concerning the 

Promotion of the Shellfish Industry in Connecticut.  Over the past year, many issues have been raised around the treatment of 

the industry by the Bureau of Aquaculture regarding lease agreements, the bidding process for open beds, start-up programs, 

and the sustainability of shell fishing in Connecticut.  The most encouraging part of this bill is the establishment of the 

Aquaculture Coordinating Council and their charge to develop a plan to expand the shellfish industry among other related 

charges. 

 

HB 5720 - The purpose of this legislation is to support the expansion of the state's shellfish industry by providing additional 

facilities for shellfish testing and reducing wait times for the results of such testing. There is an immediate need for other 

testing facilities as the current reliance on volunteer Commissioners in certain areas has resulted in harvesting issues.  Last 

year, Groton and Stonington sold permits, I believe recreational, however, not one oyster or clam was harvested because the 

Bureau of Aquaculture had issues that resulted in the volunteers never got out to do the testing. 

 

Thank you for holding this hearing on SB 357 and HB 5720.  I wish to express my support for the legislation and ask for the 

committee’s favorable action. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Rep. Pam Staneski 
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