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Testimony in Support of House Bill Number 5709 

Environment Committee 

February 27, 2015 
 
 
Chairmen Kennedy and Albis, Ranking Members Chapin and Shaban and Members of the 
Environment Committee, the House Republican Caucus would like to thank the Committee 
for raising House Bill Number 5709: An Act Concerning The Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection’s Authority to Designate Additional Stormwater Sewer Systems 
Outside of Urban Areas.  
 
Connecticut’s continual budget deficits have put incredible pressure on the state’s small cities 
and towns. Years of flat funding and increased mandates have put a tremendous strain on the 
state’s property taxpayers. A recent draft decision by DEEP to include 49 municipalities who 
are currently exempt from MS4 regulations will put a very expensive unfunded mandate on 
these municipalities that will fall on the backs of our property taxpayers.  
 
The House Republican Caucus’ proposal would ensure that DEEP does not include the 49 
currently exempt towns and would prevent these towns from having MS4 requirements 
applied to them. It is important to note that Connecticut would still be in compliance with 
federal law. The 49 towns who are currently exempt are some of the hardest hit by the recent 
recession and flat funding in state aid. They do not have the capital or infrastructure to comply 
with such a costly mandate. Their inability to comply and lack of funds will require an 
increase in property taxes which will put undue pressure on property taxpayers.   
 
I urge the Environment Committee to pass Raised Bill Number 5709 to ensure the 49 towns 
currently exempted from MS4 regulations remain exempt. Please allow the full General 
Assembly the opportunity to debate this issue and to pass legislation to no increase taxes on 
local property taxpayers. 
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