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I would like to thank the Environment Committee for the opportunity to express my support of 
Bill HB 5707 for proper shelter for dogs and cats and instead of euthanasia, adopting out dogs 
and cats that were used in research. 
 
I have been an Animal Control Officer in the Town of Southbury for over 31 years. Winters have been 
especially trying for me because I have been witness to many dogs left outdoors in the snow, wind and 
sub-zero temperatures without proper shelter, food and water. 
 
One example is when I went to check on a dog that was tied out to a dog house. When I walked onto 
the front porch I was approached by a matted, older cat that was crying. Although there were several 
cans of opened cat food and a water bowl set out for the cat.  They were frozen solid and there was no 
ways she could eat or drink. There was no shelter for her and the snow was deep enough where she 
couldn’t walk to find shelter. When I spoke with the owner and asked him why the cat was not in the 
house and out of the cold he told me that his wife didn’t allow the cat inside. This cat was 14 years old. 
He just felt that the cat would find a way to get out of the weather. Luckily we were able to persuade 
this person to sign the cat over to us and she lived out her life in a warm, dry shelter where she 
received proper care, lots of love and plenty of food and water. 
 
Every winter I have to stop by homes and make phone calls because people think that because these 
animals have fur they can keep themselves warm. We need something in place to back us up when we 
tell people that leaving an animal out in the cold is not acceptable. We have to be the Voice for these 
animals that are not properly cared for. Please help us be their voice. 
 
I would also like to speak on behalf of the animals that spend much of their lives in research labs. The 
least that could be done for them after using them, is to give them the opportunity to be adopted out 
and know what it’s like to have a home and loving people to care for them for the rest of their lives.  
 
Thank you for giving me an opportunity to testify and I do hope you will strongly support this 
important piece of legislation. 
 
Thank you, 
  

Marilyn Muratori-Jarvis 
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