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HB 5707 AN ACT REQUIRING CERTAIN HIGHER EDUCATION FACILITIES THAT CONDUCT 

RESEARCH USING CATS OR DOGS TO OFFER SUCH CATS OR DOGS TO ANIMAL RESCUE 

ORGANIZATIONS PRIOR TO EUTHANIZING ANY SUCH CAT OR DOG AND PROVIDING FOR 

THE PROPER SHELTERING OF DOGS 

 

SB 361 AN ACT INCREASING THE MAXIMUM PENALTY FOR PERSONS CONVICTED OF 

MALICIOUS AND INTENTIONAL ANIMAL CRUELTY. 

 

Environment Committee, March 20, 2015 

 

Amy Harrell, President, CT Votes for Animals 

Residence: Vernon, CT  

 

My sincerest thanks go to the Environment Committee for raising these important pieces of legislation and 

holding a public hearing.  

 

I want to express my full support for both of these bills.  HB 5707 aims to define proper shelter for dogs, which is 

very much needed to ensure a humane environment for our animal companions. In my work with CT Votes for 

Animals, I regularly receive communication from residents who are frustrated that current laws do not go far 

enough to protect dogs from the cold.  

 

Connecticut’s tethering law, passed in 2013, *does* ensure that dogs are not left outside in dangerous weather 

conditions. The law prohibits tethering or chaining a dog outside when an official weather advisory or warning 

has been issued. It is the level of specificity in this statute that makes it so helpful to Animal Control Officers. I 

hear stories on a regular basis about dogs who have been living their entire lives outside on a chain, who have 

been rescued from the cold, and in many cases, found new homes where they can enjoy a more comfortable life.  

 

We are now asking that you please update this dog tethering and confinement statute with language to protect 

dogs that are confined or penned outside. The cruelty statutes might require “shelter” - but what does that mean?  

Many dog owners actually have very solid, heated, comfortable outdoor houses for dogs. But many do not – 

instead dogs are huddled under flimsy plywood, or standing in mud, or they have no bedding, or no windbreak to 

protect them from the bone-chilling cold we had this past winter.   

 

Any responsible, caring dog owner will already be providing shelter that surpasses the proposed requirements of 

this bill. But the negligent owners have taken shortcuts, which causes their dogs to whimper and bark in the night 

from discomfort. With specifically defined standards for shelter, an ACO could visit those negligent owners and 

require them to do better by their dogs. I expect many owners will simply surrender their dogs rather than take the 

time to improve their shelter, thus giving these neglected creatures a second chance at finding a loving family.  
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I am also in favor of the second part of HB 5707 to provide dogs and cats with a loving home after they are no 

longer needed for research in a higher educational research lab. There are no laws that prescribe what should be 

done with dogs and cats when they are no longer used for research, and this bill provides a very reasonable 

solution. The rescue & adoption activities of the Beagle Freedom Project have proven that these dogs – 

specifically bred to be docile, quiet, and gentle  so they can adapt to life in a lab– can be wonderful companions 

for the right family.   

 

Finally, I want to thank Senator Looney for introducing SB 361, to increase the maximum penalty for animal 

cruelty convictions. Punishing Animal abusers is an issue at the very top of the list for many animal advocates 

across the state. In particular, Connecticut residents will not forget any time soon the case of Alex Wullaert, who 

tortured and killed a dog named Desmond and avoided jail time by receiving Accelerated Rehab. I would urge the 

committee to improve SB 361 by raising the minimum, as well as the maximum penalty, for animal cruelty, by 

for example, removing Accelerated Rehab as a sentencing option in cases of animal cruelty.  

 

Thank you very much, as always, for providing a forum for those who wish to protect animals through stronger 

legislation.  

 

Amy Harrell 

President, CT Votes for Animals 


