
Environment Committee Testimony H.B 5026 
Public Hearing  Feb 4, 2015 
 
Co-Chair: Senator Kennedy 
Co-Chair: Representative Albis 
Members of the Committee 
 
I am writing to you to express my thoughts on Proposed House Bill No. 5026    AN ACT PROVIDING 
PERSONS AGE SIXTY-FIVE OR OLDER WITH PERMANENT FISHING LICENSES. 
  
I respect the thoughts and initiatives of Rep Bilsito, but cannot support his proposed bill.   
 
A little history.  While growing up in the 50s and 60s, you’d go down to your town hall each year and get 
your hunting and fishing license.  It was a fantastic honor that the State of Connecticut offered you a 
FREE license when you turned 65 years old.  The license had a bold label on its top that read 
“LIFETIME”.  It was a cherished document, a permanent lifetime license to hunt and fish.  When my 
father turned 65 and obtained his, he showed it off like it was a “winning lottery ticket”.  Free, but more 
valuable than the ‘cost it saved’.  As times changed and statistics on hunting and fishing became more 
necessary, a ‘Lifetime’ document was problematical for the DEEP.  Without an annual issuance, the 
DEEP could not determine if the license was ‘active’, since when an individual passed away, no notice on 
the license’s “end” could be understood.  The consequence, DEEP could not include ‘Lifetime’ licenses in 
its statistics, so in essence it was forced to under-report the number of ‘active’ license holders.  A few 
years ago, with the introduction of the Online Sportsmen Licensing System, a simple solution was 
incorporated.  A person 65 years old or older, could get their hunting and fishing licenses FREE of 
CHARGE, but were asked to obtain them annually.  The online system can be accessed from your home 
or Library via a PC.  It is how I obtain my “free” Hunting and Fishing License.  It may also be obtained 
from any “vender’s” PC, such as your Town Hall, your local sporting goods dealer or the DEEP itself.  
There are approximately 200 locations in Connecticut, (see attachment).  The big change is you have to 
obtain your ‘free license’ once a year.  A few years ago, the Federal Government pushed for a “Marine 
License”, suggesting the States enact one or they would.  Again, the motivation was ‘statistics’.  
Connecticut chose to create its own Marine License, (so a “fishing license” actually is two pieces, Inland 
Fishing License and Marine Fishing License).  In this manner DEEP can keep license issue and control 
within the State of Conn and capture all of the statistics required. 
 
My point here is that ‘annual’ license issue is an important statistical mandate, and I believe any move to 
a ‘permanent’ license will undermine the DEEP’s ability to collect the proper and needed statistics.  
Please note statistics are very important in planning, revenue generation (outside of the cost of the license 
itself) and cost sharing.  As an alternative, perhaps other ‘methods’ for obtaining your “Free Fishing 
License” might be discussed.  Is the DEEP in a position to take a phone call, print the license, (annually) 
and mail it to the few who cannot do it themselves or get to a ‘vender’?  Would local town halls provide 
this service to its residents?  Would your office consider this service? 
 
Before moving forward on this bill, I urge you to speak with the DEEP experts for the facts on the 
importance of ‘statistics’ and what complications a ‘permanent lifetime’ license might present. 
 
Thank you for your time and thoughtful considerations on this proposed bill. 
 
Bruce A. Tolhurst 
16 Virginia Rail Dr. 
Marlborough,  CT  06447 
860-295-0327 
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