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Bill # 1100: An Act Concerning the Elimination of the Reporting and Collection of
Certain Student and Teacher Data.

My name is Chris Simo-Kinzer and | am a concerned parent of 3 in the Plymouth
public school system.

| am strongly against collecting of private, personal and confidential information
on students and teachers. | am fully in in favor of protecting both students and
teachers from access by government agencies or special interest groups for the
tracking certain demographics.

This bill shouldn’t even need to exist as all of this information is ‘supposed to be’
already protected under the forth amendment of the United States Constitution.
Any data collection is an egregious infringement of those constitutionally
protected privacy rights. Student information, such as grades, test scores,
truancy, disciplinary actions, special education identifying information, made
available in a statewide longitudinal database -- P20-WINs -- as such data
should only be maintained and accessed within local school districts to inform
student instruction.

The same should hold true for the privacy of teacher personal and confidential
information. It is the responsibility of each local school district that hires a
teacher to ensure that they meet all certification requirements, demonstrate
professional growth, and adhere to professional contractual obligations agreed
to. To collect and store data on teacher effectiveness ratings based on
guestionably reliable or valid student test results is unsound, neither evidence-
based nor relevant professional practice. Judging a teachers performance on the
scores of an unproven testing system is unfair at best. It cannot be assumed all
students are good test takers and the fact that some aren’t isn’t a true reflection
of any one educator.

Thank you
Christopher Simo-Kinzer
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