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Members of the Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to speak in opposition
of Senate Bill 1096 and the public charter school moratorium. My name is Kaylani Rosado,
and | am a lifelong Connecticut resident. | felt compelled to speak today because, as a
former public charter school student who now works for a network of public charter schools,
I know how powerful a great school can be. | am a proof point of what is possible when our
schools deliver on the promise of equal educational opportunity for all children.

As a student, my teachers and principals believed that all children, regardless of race or
economic status, can succeed if they have access to a great education. Today | work
alongside people who believe the same. As a graduate of Amistad Academy in New Haven
and now a member of the Achievement First team, | know this first hand. | speak to you
today as the first college graduate in my family. That was possible because of my
experience at a high-performing public charter school. | don’t want any child to be denied
the opportunities | had.

This proposed Senate Bill 1096, and its call for a two-year moratorium on charter schools
has very real consequences for many New Haven families including mine. | have a family
member who has been actively trying to get her child enrolled at an Achievement First
school for the last two years. | was by her side when she found out for the second time that
there was not a seat available for her child. | can’t begin to describe to you the
hopelessness and frustration she feels. She shares this with many other parents, not only in
New Haven but across the state. The reality in our cities is there are many obstacles for our
students and too few options available for access to a powerful and life-changing education,
like the one | was fortunate enough to obtain as an Achievement First student. The last
thing we need is for the legislature to move forward a bill that would make sure more
parents stay on those waiting lists, and prevent more great schools from opening. This
proposed legislation is a slap in the face to students, families and communities who deserve
the right to choose a high-quality school for their child.

| earned my college degree with my Achievement First family at my side and | am not
embarrassed to admit that | don’t know where | would have ended up if | never got the
opportunity to choose them 15 years ago. Too many kids in our state are living in a reality
where they’re unable to realize their potential because they do not have enough great
school options. We need more great schools, not more obstacles.

Students who attend public charter schools deserve to receive the same amount of state
funding as the students who attend district public schools. That is a fact. Please, vote
against a charter school moratorium and provide our students with the financial funding they
deserve.



