
March	
  7,	
  2015	
  
	
  
To:	
  State	
  of	
  Connecticut	
  Education	
  Committee	
  
From:	
  William	
  T.	
  Supple	
  
Re:	
  Senate	
  Bill	
  No.	
  1054	
  
	
  
To	
  the	
  Education	
  Committee	
  Members:	
  
	
  
I	
  am	
  in	
  support	
  of	
  Senate	
  Bill	
  No.	
  1054,	
  An	
  Act	
  Concerning	
  Students	
  with	
  Dyslexia.	
  

I	
  was	
  educated	
  by	
  Connecticut’s	
  public	
  education	
  system	
  over	
  50	
  years	
  ago.	
  	
  I	
  struggled	
  with	
  
reading	
  and	
  spelling.	
  	
  I	
  thought	
  I	
  was	
  the	
  problem.	
  Nine	
  years	
  ago,	
  I	
  went	
  through	
  various	
  
medical	
  assessments,	
  which	
  showed	
  I	
  had	
  Parkinson’s	
  disease.	
  During	
  this	
  testing,	
  I	
  also	
  
received	
  a	
  diagnosis	
  of	
  Dyslexia.	
  Finding	
  out	
  that	
  I	
  had	
  Dyslexia	
  at	
  the	
  age	
  of	
  65	
  answered	
  many	
  
questions	
  I	
  had	
  about	
  myself	
  and	
  clarified	
  the	
  conflict	
  I	
  experienced	
  all	
  my	
  life.	
  

I	
  was	
  born	
  and	
  raised	
  in	
  Hartford,	
  Connecticut	
  and	
  attended	
  Hartford	
  Public	
  Schools.	
  	
  My	
  father	
  
worked	
  for	
  the	
  Hartford	
  Police	
  Department	
  and	
  kept	
  an	
  eye	
  on	
  me	
  when	
  I	
  was	
  bored	
  and	
  got	
  in	
  
trouble	
  in	
  school.	
  	
  I	
  was	
  suspended	
  so	
  many	
  times	
  due	
  to	
  boredom	
  and	
  to	
  hide	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  I	
  
could	
  barely	
  read	
  and	
  write.	
  

I	
  excelled	
  at	
  all	
  sports	
  and	
  was	
  a	
  high	
  point	
  winner	
  for	
  my	
  team.	
  I	
  also	
  had	
  a	
  gift	
  for	
  fixing	
  things,	
  
especially	
  anything	
  mechanical.	
  When	
  I	
  was	
  expelled	
  from	
  Hartford	
  High	
  and	
  Weaver	
  High,	
  my	
  
father	
  signed	
  me	
  up	
  for	
  Technical	
  School	
  (reform	
  school	
  for	
  wayward	
  boys	
  back	
  then.)	
  	
  Hartford	
  
Tech	
  saved	
  my	
  life.	
  I	
  finally	
  was	
  at	
  a	
  school	
  where	
  I	
  was	
  good	
  at	
  something.	
  	
  I	
  excelled	
  at	
  
everything	
  mechanical	
  and	
  had	
  a	
  successful	
  career	
  in	
  manufacturing	
  and	
  later	
  consulting.	
  

The	
  diagnosis	
  of	
  Dyslexia	
  allowed	
  me	
  to	
  understand	
  my	
  struggles	
  with	
  reading	
  and	
  writing.	
  	
  It	
  
solidified	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  I	
  wasn’t	
  stupid	
  –	
  I	
  just	
  needed	
  to	
  be	
  instructed	
  differently	
  than	
  “the	
  
public	
  school	
  system”	
  method.	
  	
  

Thank	
  you	
  for	
  passing	
  the	
  legislation	
  last	
  year.	
  	
  However,	
  it	
  is	
  not	
  enough.	
  	
  My	
  grandson	
  has	
  
experienced	
  the	
  same	
  failure	
  by	
  the	
  public	
  school	
  system	
  as	
  I	
  did.	
  	
  He	
  too	
  was	
  not	
  identified	
  
early	
  nor	
  did	
  he	
  receive	
  appropriate	
  interventions.	
  	
  	
  They	
  same	
  issues	
  surrounding	
  Dyslexia	
  
concerning	
  a	
  lack	
  of	
  knowledge,	
  lack	
  of	
  early	
  assessments	
  and	
  the	
  lack	
  of	
  qualified	
  teachers	
  to	
  
teach	
  students	
  with	
  Dyslexia	
  has	
  failed	
  me	
  and	
  has	
  failed	
  my	
  grandson	
  50	
  years	
  later.	
  	
  	
  It	
  is	
  time	
  
for	
  change	
  as	
  we	
  can	
  not	
  waste	
  another	
  day!	
  

Let’s	
  keep	
  the	
  Dyslexia	
  momentum	
  going!!!	
  

William	
  T.	
  Supple	
  
Haddam,	
  CT	
  


