
 

March 9, 2015 

 

Subject: Testimony for Senate Bill 1054 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit a written testimony regarding Senate Bill 1054, 

An Act Concerning Students with Dyslexia.  

 

I am a resident of Lebanon, CT. I am a retired CT public school special education 

teacher. At the present time, I instruct dyslexic students as a private educational therapist. 

I am writing in support of Bill 1054, but urge you to add legislation for early 

identification and intervention. 

 

About sixteen years ago, I was in the position of many special education teachers today. I 

instructed a small group of students in the resource room who were identified as learning 

disabled in the area of reading. Despite my best efforts and the use of various 

instructional approaches, my students were not making progress. At this time I was 

introduced to the term “dyslexia” and, with the support of the special education director, 

became trained in the Orton-Gillingham Multisensory Language Approach. 

  

Legislation passed last year produced a classification of dyslexia under the category of 

Specific Learning Disability. Although this is a good first step, it does not benefit a child 

with dyslexia unless it leads to evidenced based instruction. There are a few school 

systems in CT who have been providing evidenced based programs for their dyslexic 

students for many years now by hiring outside therapists to work with these students. 

They realized that their teachers did not have the adequate training, and invested in 

evidenced based training for the special education teachers who were willing to put in the 

time and effort. These schools can now be relieved of the financial burden of hiring 

outside professionals.   

 

It is time for all CT public schools to invest in training their administrators, teachers and 

support personnel to identify and provide evidence based instruction for their dyslexic 

students. Parents should not have to invest thousands of dollars to hire legal 

representation so that they may obtain the appropriate instruction for their child to be 

successful.    

 

I ask you to consider adding legislation to insure early identification and intervention for 

dyslexia. Research shows that students at risk for dyslexia can be identified as early as 

Kindergarten. Early intervention is the key to success for a dyslexic child. If teachers 

were trained to recognize the early signs of dyslexia, and supports were put into place at 

an early age, many years of frustration and failure would be avoided.  

 

Joanne Colwick ET/P 

Educational Therapist  


