March 8, 2015
Dear Madam & Mr. Co-Chairs and members of the committee,
My name is Heather Freeman and I reside in Tolland, CT. | am providing testimony in support

SB 1054, An Act Concerning Students with Dyslexia but are requesting additional supports be
added to the bill.
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Zoe Freeman, age 8

Reading is essential for a child’s success. My daughter Zoe is a 3™ grader yet in terms of her
reading skills she tested as a 1% grader. From a parent’s perspective, this is devastating.

In hindsight, symptoms of my daughter Zoe’s learning disability began showing up as early as
Kindergarten when her teacher told us that she was having difficulty with the typical sight words
and letter phonics. She assured us that there is a large variance of when children pick up these
skills at this age. We spoke with Zoe’s 1% grade teacher and she, too said there is a lot of
variance in children, but assured us it would eventually “click” for her. However, it didn’t
eventually just “click” for her and by the time she reached 2" grade she finally received a more
formal assessment. She was identified with a learning disability. As of a PPT last month,
initiated by the new identification of Dyslexia on the IEP form (THANK YOU for this), she is
now undergoing additional testing to identify whether her ongoing reading challenges can be
identified as Dyslexia.

Early ldentification is key. When a child’s reading disability is identified early, that child is
more likely to learn strategies that will raise his or her reading to grade level.

The Connecticut State Department of Education’s Early Literacy report states “The importance
of children’s early literacy development cannot be overstated. Children’s success in school and
later in life is to a great extent dependent upon their ability to read and write.” Additionally
NAEYC is quoted as saying within the report that “One of the best predictors of whether a child



will function competently in school and go on to contribute actively in an increasingly literate
society is the level to which the child progresses in reading and writing.”

Last year the legislation passed legislation improving access to support by adding the
identification of Dyslexia on the IEP. This is a significant and meaningful step in the direction
of ensuring the success of every child’s ability to reading and write and has made an immediate
impact with Zoe’s progress.

However, SB 1054, An Act Concerning Students with Dyslexia is NOT comprehensive
enough. There will be many more students, like Zoe who do not receive early identification,
who will suffer longer, and who will not be as successful if improvements to this legislation are
not passed. We need to strengthen the support system for children who are struggling in order to
guarantee every child receives the appropriate interventions which experts know positively
impact a child’s reading skills.

On behalf of my daughter Zoe & I, and all the children facing the challenges of reading in a
reading dependent world, thank you for your attention to this critical matter.



