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Good Afternoon Senator Slossberg, Representative Fleischmann, Ranking Members and other 

members of the Education Committee. My name is Glenn A. Cassis, Executive Director of the 

African-American Affairs Commission (AAAC). I am submitting this testimony in support of the SB 

1053: AN ACT PROHIBITING OUT-OF-SCHOOL SUSPENSIONS AND EXPULSIONS FOR 

STUDENTS IN PRESCHOOL AND GRADES KINDERGARTEN TO TWO.. The AAAC’s mission is 

to improve and promote the economic development, education, health and political well-being of 

the African-American community in the State of Connecticut. This bill serves to help keep young 

children in school where they belong. 

 

In the Suspensions and Expulsions in Connecticut Report issued by the Connecticut State 

Department of Education (March 2015), some very troubling findings were revealed. Although the 

overall rate of in school and out of schools suspensions in Connecticut was trending down, the 

trend for students under 7 years old was increasing. Suspensions for African-Americans and 

Hispanics boys were disproportionate higher when compared to white students. Of the 1,217 

young children suspended 76.1% were Black or Hispanic and 61.3% were Black and Hispanic 

boys. Close to 95% of the suspensions issued to grades PK – 2 are in K and grade 1. In terms of 

incident types resulting in out of school suspensions 36.6% and 36.1% were for violations of school 

policies and fighting/battery respectfully. The Commission believes that this data points to solutions 

that are more favorable than keeping youngsters out of school and away from the learning 

environment.  

 



If this bill passes, the AAAC believes that there are several actions that the Department of 

Education should implement. School staff should receive professional development on diffusion, 

de-escalation, behavioral management and cultural competency. Students should be taught how to 

build their pro-social and self-regulation strategies. More social work and special education staff 

should be brought into the schools to intervene. Parents, families, mental health professionals and 

community organizations that focus on youth development should be engaged in partnerships to 

help prevent incidents. The data points to K and grade 1 as being the period when incidents for out 

of school suspensions are the highest. Educators should understand that this is a critical 

developmental period for students and we need to focus attention on this transition. Finally, there 

needs to be an examination of how school policy violations are defined and applied. These policies 

may not be developmentally or culturally appropriate for these students especially when 

considering the disproportionality of Black and Hispanic students compared to White students.  

 

The African-American Affairs Commissions supports this legislation and welcomes the opportunity 

to assist with its implementation. It is vitally important for all students to have a healthy experience 

is school. 

 
Thank you for accepting my testimony. 
 

 
Glenn A. Cassis 
Executive Director 
 


